PENNY-WISE 


The Official Publication of the Early American Coppers Club, Inc. 

Vol. XIII, No. 3 Consecutive Issue No. 72 May 15, 1979 


Your big, BIG 72nd issue of P-W is now in your hands and it has just about 
everything in it - something which will please everyone in one way or another, 
I'm sure. 

For some it might be a sad issue, as John Wright's "Cents of 1 839" repre- 
sents the last of his revision of the early late dates. Unless he comes up with 
some future updating or a final summary, his book revision is now complete. 
Maybe it will be a happy occasion to others, for it may mean that John will soon 
go into publication of his full text. 

Denis Loring is back with another update of his early cent revision, and 
this feature will continue into future issues. Likewise, Milt Pfeffer's half cent 
update is included herewith, and that feature will continue in forthcoming issues. 

John Adams has a delightful historical essay on the discovery of the S-48. 
Andy Pollock I I I will put your thoughts to work in his discussion of lettered 
edge half and large cents. Cox Crider philosophizes on the collection of low 
grade pieces. Denis' Devilish Diversions gives the answer to his brain teaser 
of last issue and offers another which will be a little more difficult to solve. 

Bill Parks tells about the making of P-W. Del Bland lists the coins in the 
Johns Hopkins collection, which are soon to be put up at auction. Cindy 
Grellman tells a story of what it's like for her husband to do a little cherry- 
picking. And the Editor warns about unscrupulous dealers - see Caveat 
Emptor" . 

And, of course, there's a lot more - lots of Swaps & Sales, letters to the 
Editors, regional reports, announcements of new meetings, etc. 

We haven't held anything back - the barrel is empty once again. So those 
of you who have articles in the offing, let's finish them up and send them in. 

July can be a thin issue unless we get your support and cooperation. It's YOUR 
forum, so crank out the material and away we go! Send all material to me at 
731 East 22nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 210. And don't forget - I don't like 
struggling with last minute material, especially in the heat of summer when the 
outdoors and my lake house beckon. So do it now, and enjoy the summer with 
me! 


Enough for now. Pull speed ahead. And enjoy 

Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 
Editor & Publisher 
and 

The Staff of PENNY-WISE 
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NEW MEMBERS #791 - 823 

James H. Rock, Box 28, RD #1 , Eightyfour, PA 15330 

Kenneth D. Saville, 717 North Willow Road, Elmhurst, IL 60126 

Joseph Tomasko, Jr., 6453 South Kilpatrick, Chicago, IL 60629 

Jim Young, Jr., 7736 Lee Drive, Pasadena, MD 21t22 

George W. Cain, Sr., 4429 Beecher Avenue, Dayton, OH 45420 

William J. Bareford, 8208 Blair Lane, Germantown, TN 38138 

Larry Hine, 2505 Primrose, Columbia, MO 65201 

Harry E. Salyards, 1003 West 1 1 th Street, Hastings, NE 68901 

David Rego, 49 Downing Street, Fall River, MA 02723 

Richard J. McFadden, P. O. Box 166, Auburn, MA 01501 

Lawrence W. Cobb, 6728 Two Notch Road, Columbia, SC 29204 

James L. Corrado, 4107 Jud Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Bob Wildman, 6018 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, OH 45213 

Faye Terry, P. O. Box 675, Sonora, TX 76950 

Anthony N. Sileo, 47 Knollwood Drive, Wolcott, CT 06716 

Robert Hastings, 9234 Prairie Avenue, Highland, IN 46322 

Howard Seaver, 105 St. Andrews Street, Vienna, VA 22180 

Robert R. Thomas, RR 2, Box 16, Sullivan, MO 63080 

George T . Stewart, 302 Trents Ferry Road, Lynchburg, VA 24503 

Lewis W. Gregory, Java, VA 24565 

Daniel Kay, 154-40 25th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357 
Samuel Lewis, 1411 Avenue V, Brooklyn, NY 11229 
Daniel F. Joseph, 173 New Castle Road, Butler, PA 16001 
Richard W. Moore, 55 Pond Place, Babylon, NY 11702 
John F. Nicastro, 27 Gentian Way, Fairport, NY 14450 
Ralph Coursel, 134 Phillips Avenue, Michigan City, IN 46360 
Donald Hulsey, 1132 Grace Drive, Forest Park, GA 30050 
Michael H. Teal, RR #4, Tomahawk, WI 54487 
John G. Fettinger, 15 Dellwood Road, Norwich, CT 06360 
Thomas Gemmell, 415 Fox Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
Dewey Mooring , Jr., P. O. Box 86, LaGrange, NC 28551 
Michael D. Martin, P. O. Box 217, Savannah, TN 38372 


REINSTATE 

Kenneth H. Wolfgram, #602 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Max V. Phipps, P. O. Box 752, El Segundo, CA 90245 
Michael Levin, 2829 Stonington, St. Louis, MO 63131 
Robert H. Yuell, 52-14 Fox Run, Plainsboro, NJ 08536 
Richard Bagg, P. O. Box 2/45, Boston MA 02208 
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DISCOVERY OF THE ’STARRED REVERSE' 


John W. Adams 

For one hundred years, the ’Starred Reverse’ has been the premier 
variety of 1794. Its origins have caused countless hours of speculation. Its 
acquisition inspires collectors to frenzied effort. Its very being is con- 
templated with ’religious awe’. 

Dr. Sheldon attributes the discovery of the ’Starred Reverse’ to A. J. 
Gilbert. In so doing, he relied upon Lyman Low, who stated in his catalogue 
for the Hays-Phelps sale of 1907: "This number, although unknown to Maris 

and the general public until about 1887, was possessed and commented upon by 
A. J. Gilbert (brother of Ebenezer Gilbert), residing at Catskill prior to 1850." 

Such an explanation is possible, of course. However, if A. J. Gilbert 
was indeed the discoverer of the variety, he never published his find. Nor did 
he ever bother to contradict the well-circulated writings of such authors as 
Maris, Frossard, and Hays. Even his own brother failed to pick up the claim - 
in the 1910 revision of Frossard-Hays , Ebenezer Gilbert issues credit for 
several varieties, but is noticeably silent on the Starred Reverse. Finally, 
whatever his general numismatic erudition - and it was admittedly consider- 
able - Lyman Low knew very little about large cents and their traditions. 

Dr. Edward Maris, who wrote two pamphlets on the subject, was our first 
authority on the 1794’s. It was in his presence that Henry Chapman stumbled 
across the ’Starred Reverse’. Writing in his own monograph on the 1794’s, 
Henry's brother, Samuel Hudson Chapman said: "This die was discovered by 

Henry Chapman during 1 877 .... whilst we were examining a lot of 1 794 

cents Dr. Maris (who was present at the time) confirmed the discovery." 

Henry, himself, recalled the find as occurring in 1876 (see catalogue of the 
Taylor sale, 1908). Whichever year it was, it was not long before the 
'Starred Reverse’ received widespread acclaim. In the July, 1880 issue of 
NUMISMA, Thomas Collier wrote a sonnet (!) in honor of the variety. 

Edouard Frossard used the same issue to publish correspondence on the subject, 
as well as to review the then Condition Census. 


Amazingly, four of the five best specimens in today's Condition Census 
were found within five year's of Chapman’s discovery of the 'Starred Reverse’. 
Three of the four were billed at the time as "finest known". The fourth, the 
Burton piece auctioned off by Woodward in 1881 , was described more modestly 
as "nearly as good as Haseltine's" . This modesty permits us to trace with some 
degree of certainty the coin's subsequent reappearances as follows; 


Date The owner the n 

1 /29/1 905 John T emple 
1919 Carl Spaeth 


1 945 


Henry Hines 


Subsequent history 

Sold by G. C. Adams as "second finest known" 
Sold by H. Chapman as "surpassed only by 
R. D. Book's" 

Acquired by Dr. Sheldon in a private transaction 
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Of the three "finest knowns", one was found by Ed. Frossard in his own 
stock during the summer of 1 880. This specimen, along with Frossard's other 
1794's, was bought as a set by Thomas E. Garret in 1884. Garret pere 
willed his entire collection to Garret fils (Robert W.), who in tum, willed these 
holdings to Johns Hopkins University. If current rumors are to be believed, 
the F rossard-Garret-Gar ret-Hopkins 'Starred Reverse' will soon, for the first 
time in nearly a century, reappear under the auction hammer. 

The remaining two "finest knowns" present something of a numismatic 
puzzle. Henry Chapman's discovery piece made its public debut in the Bispham 
sale (2/11 /I 880), where it was bought by Captain Haseltine who, in due course, 
dispatched his collection of 1 794's one year later (3/1 6/1 881) . The final 
"finest known" was bought from an unnamed source by J . C. Roach in June, 

1 880; hardly was the coin secure in its envelope than Roach sold everything via 
an S. K. Harzfeld auction in November, 1880. 

Both of these "finest knowns" can lay claim to an illustrious line of sub- 
sequent owners. One went from Henry Miller to R. D. Book (1917) to George 
Clapp (1930) to the ANS (1947). The other passed down from C. T. Whitman 
to Dr. Hall (1893) to Virgil Brand (circa 1909) to Willard Blaisdell (1951). 

The puzzle is which subsequent provenance connects up with which earlier one. 


The author has spent many happy hours working at this puzzle with, alas, 
no definite answer to report. Readers of P— W must content themselves with the 
knowledge that no stone will be left unturned in bringing the matter to its ultimate 
resolution. Meanwhile, we all can derive some solace from the conclusion that 
our numismatic forbearers knew whereof they spoke : each of the three "finest 
knowns" is today graded VF25 and thus each had legitimate pretensions to the 
honor claimed. Indeed, it was not until 1 971 - some ninety years after the initial 
search - that a better specimen was brought to light. 

************* 

SPECIAL OFFER TO EAC MEMBERS 

Over the years we have been friends with many if not most EAC club mem- 
bers. Perhaps you are already acquainted with our "rare Coin Review" 

(issued several times a year), our "special Coin Letter" (issued about ten 
times a year), and the auction catalogues produced by our division, the American 
Auction Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this special offer to you: 
We will send you without charge or obligation of any kind our latest large illus- 
trated catalogue. Each issue contains many different United States colonial 
coins, half cents, large cents, and other interesting pieces. To receive your 
copy simply write "send me a free copy of your latest catalogue per your special 
EAC offer" on a note or postcard and send it to us. Your catalogue will be sent 
by return mail ! 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 

************* 
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THE LETTERED EDGE CENTS AND HALF CENTS 
Andrew W. Pollock I I I 

It seems, judging from information available in the two standard catalogues 
of United States copper coins, viz. PENNY WHIMSY and AMERICAN HALF 
CENTS, that only cursory attention has ever been paid to edge lettering by 
numismatists. Roger Cohen in AMERICAN HALF CENTS refers to only five 
types of edge lettering, and Dr. William Sheldon in PENNY WHIMSY refers to 
only four (including the "vines and bars" type). These are enumerated below: 

HALF CENTS - 


Type I — TWO HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, followed by two 

leaves. On 1793 only. 

Type II — TWO HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, followed by a single 

leaf; large letters. On 1794 only. 

Type III — TWO HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, followed by a single 

leaf; small letters. On 1794 only. 


Type IV — TWO HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, followed by a single 

leaf. Similar in style to Type 1 1, but letters are 
of different size. On 1795 only.* 

Type V — TWO HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, with no leaf. On 

1797 only.* 


(* Several varieties of half cents of 1795 and 1797 have plain edges.) 


CENTS - 


Type I — Vines and bars. 1793 only. All Chain cents and most 

Wreath cent varieties. 

Type II — ONE HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, followed by two 

leaves. 1793 only. S-llb. 

Type III — ONE HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, followed by one leaf 

with tips curling up. S-llc, Liberty Cap cents 
of 1793, and S-I7a, 1 8a, and 19a. 

Type IV — ONE HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, followed by one leaf 

with tips curling down. All varieties of 1794 except 
S-1 7a, 1 8a, and 19a, (and several varieties of 1 795?) . 


The milling machine used to inscribe the edges of cents and half cents had 
two parallel dies, one of which moved with respect to the other on a sliding bar. 
It seems unlikely that only one pair of these dies, inscribing the phrase ONE 
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HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, would have served to letter the edges of over 
900 000 cents of 1 794 and thousands more of 1 795 - the production of 1 794's 
alone involved 39 obverse and 38 reverse dies! It would be surprising if 
significant quantities of edge dies were not also used in their manufacture. 

The study of edge lettering, if pursued diligently, perhaps could tell us a 
great deal about cents and half cents. For example, it might provide confirma 
tion for those emission sequences in PENNY WHIMSY and AMERICAN HALF 
CENTS, or provide clues by which they could be corrected . Edge lettering 
might also give numismatists some idea as to how many planchets were lettered 
before being struck in the screw press (some Sheldon varieties might have 
several varieties of edge lettering) . 

Finally, the study of edge lettering would be of interest in itself. How 
many edge dies would be needed to produce a series such as the 1794 cents? 
Would edge dies be changed at the same time, or would they be mated in a 
manner similar to obverse and reverse dies? 


CENTS POTPOURRI 

Jeff Oliphant called the Editor’s attention to the fact that Sidney Emerson 
of Escondido, California, a long-time EAC member, was recently installed as 
president of the San Diego County Coin Professional Dealers Association at 
the annual banquet held by the association. The organization claims that it is 
the only organization functioning solely for the promotion of numismatics among 
professional dealers in the Southern California area, and it also is working for 
better public relations with collectors. Congratulations, Sid! May you have a 
most successful term of office. 

Jeff Oliphant also noted that Paul Anderson (he's not a member of EAC), 
of P. O. Box 2184, Laguna Hills, CA, 92653 has recently published at his own 
expense a brief article on "Introduction to Half Cents". Jeff had Paul mail the 
Editor a copy. The article is contained in a pamphlet of nine pages, and is quite 
interesting although its content is directed more to a beginner than to EACers 
engaged already in the half cent field. You can have a copy for the cost of 
postage (154:), although donations for the cost of materials and printing will be 
most appreciated by the author. Anderson has also prepared monographs on 
the u.S. three-cent nickel series and a "Dictionary of Coin Collector Terms" . 
Be sure to include a large self-addressed stamped envelope with your request. 

Both of the above items were written up in detail in recent issues of COIN 
WORLD, and P-W appreciates this opportunity to call them to your attention. 

************* 

JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills, California, 90210 or 

c/o New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc., 1 W. 47th Street, New York City 

NY 10036 

WANTED: United States half cents , including; Finest Knowns , 

extreme rarities, high Condition Census specimens, true mint. 

State examples prior to 1809, and an 1 81 1 in GEN or true Unc. 

All correspondence cheerfully answered. Thank you. 


- 100 - 


THE EARLY CENT REVISION UPDATE - PART 3 
Denis W. Loring 


Further corrections to 1793: 


C-1 , S— 1 Williams i is MS65, not 60. 

C-6, S-5 Williams 7 is AU55, not 60. 

C-7, S-6 The Parmelee coin is MS65, not 60. 

C-1 6b, S-1 1 b A new 40-coin is in Bowers 4/79: 123. 

C-7, S-1 4 There is a new 35-coin, so the CC is 55-55-45-45-35-35. 

C— 21 Three changes; (a) The 'new, unverified’ FI 2 is now verified as 
VG1 0 . (b) The Hopkins coin, previously called VF25, is VF20. 

(c) Stack's 5/79; 45 is a new 25-coin. Therefore, the census is 
now 50-25-20-1 0 (4) . 

Corrections to 1 794; 


C-7, S-23 

C-1 3 , S-28 
C— 57, S-67 
C-60, S-70 


The '35-new' is XF40, a perfect twin to HKD 1659 upon 
side-by-side comparison. 

A new 65-coin has been verified. 

A new 55-coin has turned up in Stack's 3/79: 1865. 

Two new 50-coins have been verified. 


1 795 


C 1, S 73 R5+ Basal $25. 45-20—20—15—15-15, 45— Lardner— Hines; 20— 

HKD 1705; 20-ANS; 15's-RAR 5/74:821; Ruby 406; Stack;s 
3/76:28. 

C-2, S-74 R4 Basal $14 . 65-65-60-60-60-50(2) 65-Winsor 840; 

65-REN 395; 60-ANS; 60-Clarke (privately); 60-Pine Tree 
6/78; 335; 50’s-NN 3/73:41; NN 59: 1200. 

C— 3, S-75 R3 Basal $12. 70—65(9) 70— French 90; 65 *s— Mathews on; 

NN 3/73:42; Sloss (pvt.); Sloss 26; Smithsonian; several 
others . 


C-4a, S~76a R5 Basal $17.50 70-50-40-35-25(3) 70-Winsor 840; 50- 

ANS; 40-new, was 35; 35-Warfield 1 95; 25’s-REN 396; 
Dupont 103; ANA '76:349. 

C-4b, S-76b R1 Basal $7. 65(6+) No confirmed 70's. 65's-French 88; 

Gaskill; HKD 1709; Helfenstein 7; LM 11/68: 162; ANS; 
Bowers 4/79:129. 

C-5, NC2 R8 4-0 LM 3/69:649. 


C-6, S-77 R4 Basal $8.50 60-55-55-55-50-40(3) 60- French 91 ; 55- 

REN 398; 55-ANS; 55-Dupont 1 06; 50-ANS; 40's-Clarke 28 
HKD 1710; Warfield 197. 

C-7, S-78 R1 Basal $7. 70-65(9+) 70-French 93; 65's-ANS ; Gaskill; 

Dupont 107; Ruby 413; HKD 1711; Helfenstein 8; Williams 
91 ; Bitler 59; probably several others. 
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C-8, 

C-9, 

C-10 

C-1, 

C-2, 

C-3, 

C-4, 

C-5, 

C-6, 

C-7, 

C-8, 

C-9, 

C-1C 


S-79 


NCI 


, S-80 


S— 91 
S-81 

S-82 

S-83 

S-84 

S-85 

S-86 

S-87 

S-88 

, S-89 


R7+ Basal speculative, 10-8-6-5-5-X 10-ANS; 8- 

Newcomb 76; 6-HKD 1712; 5- AAA;/ 75: 908; 5~McKinney 
12/68; X-Fine sharpness, holed, brockage. Ruby 414. 

R8 Basal speculative. 30-15-2 30-HKD 1713 large, thin, 
edge of '94; 1 5-Harmer, Rokke 9/76; 311 small, thick, 
edge of '93; 2-Mayflower 12/67; 126 large, thin, edge of '93. 

R5+ Basal $250. 35-25-25-15(6) 35-ANS; 25-Parmelee 

713; 25-Wilharm 1343; 15-s-Chase Manhattan Bank; Dupont 
109; Hopkins; Bolender 9/51 :45; several new. The 'Flynn 
VF35' is FI 2. Mayflower 1 1 /59:97A looks XF in the plate, 
and Kelly 4/59:1430 looks VF in the plate, but we have seen 
neither of these in the copper, nor know of their whereabouts. 

1 796 

R 3 Basal $8 . 65-60-60-60-60-50-50 65-from England; 60- 

HRN 89; 60-ANS; 60~Warfield 21 0; 50-French 101 ; 50-new. 

R3 Basal $8 . 60-60-60-55-50(3) 60- French 96; 60-Proskey- 

Hines; 60-REN 400; 55-Miles 87; 50’s-ANS; HKD 1717; 
Stack's 2/76: 23. 

R4+ Basal $9. 65-50-45-30-25(3) 65-French 97; 50-new; 

45— ANS ; 30-RAR 5/74:827; 25’s-Newcomb 85; two new . 

R5- Basal $10. 65-60-60-55-40-35(2) 65-Winsor 845-French; 

60-ANS; 60-Dupont 112; 55-REN 402; 40~new; 35-listed 
in PENNY WHIMSY but untraced. 

R3 Basal $8. 65-65-65-60-60-60 65-Jackman-Clarke; 65- 

ANS; 65-French 107-Sloss 28; 60's-Newcomb 87; Kreisberg 
9/67:381; ANA *76:350. 

R5+ Basal $13.50 55-35-35-35-30-30 55-French 1 02; 35-ANS 

35-new; 35-new; 30-Bolender 9/51 : 53; 30-new. 

R5+ Basal $15. 50-40-40-30-25-25 50-French 1 09; 40-ANS; 

40 REN 405; 30- H in es -D own ing ; 25-new; 25-Associated 
4/56: 550. 

R3- Basal $8. 55-50-50-45(4) 55-French 1 1 0; 50-Stack's 

2/68:15; 50-new; 45's-REN 406; ANS; HKD 1723; 

AAA 2/74: 857. 

R4+ Basal $9. 50-45-30-25(5) 50-HKD 1724; 45-Stack's 

4/78:84; 30-Stack's 1/69:179; 25's-ANS; NASC 2/68: 

40; Carnegie; two new. 

R3 Basal $8. 35-30-30-25(5+) 3 5- Pros key- Hines; 30- 

French 108; 30-ANS; 25's~ANS; Davis-G raves 1 590; 

Deetz 1755; several others. 


- 102 - 


C-1 1 , S-90 

R6- Basal $35. 60 or 65-60-55-55-30-1 5 (1 +) 60-French 1 05; 

55-ANS; 55-REN 409; 55-Bowers 4/79:131; 30-Bolender 
9/51 : 55; 15-new, also a 1 5 is listed in PENNY WHIMSY. 
Census is therefore 60-55-55-55-30-1 5 (1 +) . 

C-12, S-108 

R3+ Basal $8. 65-45-35-35-30-25(4+) 65-Clarke (pvt); 

45-ANS; 25-ANS; 35-HKD (pvt); 30-Gaskill; 25’s-ANS; 
ANA '73: 1561 ; RAR 5/74; 834; one or two more. 

C-1 3, S— 1 07 

R6 Basal $35. 20-15-12-12-10(3+) 20-ANS; 1 5-HKD (pvt); 

1 2-Proskey-Hines; 1 2-Miller 738-Hines; 1 O’s-Sartoris; 
Ruby 446; new . 

C-1 4, S-106 

R5- Basal $12.50 60-60-55-50-50-25(3) 60-listed; 60- 

HRN 122; 55-ANS; 50-French 1 32; 50-REN 423; 
25's-several . 

C-1 5, S-109 

R3+ Basal $8. 60-40-35-30(5) 60-Proskey-Hines; 40-ANS; 

35-new; 30’s-REN 424, Stack’s 2/54; 596; Carnegie; others. 

C-1 6, S-110 

R2 Basal $7.50 65-55-50-45-40(4) 65-HRN 98; 55-Hines- 

Clarke; 50-Deetz 1 761 ; 45-Stack's 1 /58: 566; 40's-ANS; 
Dupont 144; others. 

C-1 7, S-111 

R5- Basal $12.50 55-30-30-25-20(5) 55-Williams 1 1 7; 

30— REN 425; 30-Schwartz 1 27; 25-Stack's 5/68: 206; 
20's-Carnegie; Proskey-Hines; Deetz 1 769; others. 

C-1 8, NC5 

R8 Basal speculative 25-15-4-3 25-ANS; 15-Sartoris; 

4-REN 426; 3-new. 

C-1 9, S-112 

R5- Basal $15 . 60-50-50-40(4) 60-Proskey-Hines; 50- 

HRN 111; 50-Gas kill; 40's-ANS; Hoober; NN 50: 1030; 
LM 9/74: 278. 

C— 20, S-97 

R3 Basal $7.50 60-50-45-40-35-35 60-ANS; 50-Clarke 

(pvt); 45-listed; 40-listed; 35's-Williams 103; new. 

C— 21 , S-98 

R4+ Basal $10. 65-60-50-50-45-35(2) 65-ANS; 60-Dupont 

128; 50-HRN 96; 50-new; 45-listed; 35's-Schwartz 1 1 3; 
ANA ’64: 54. 

C-22 , S-99 

R5+ Basal $17.50 50-30-25-20-15-15 50-Miles 88; 30- 

HRN 417; 25-ANS; 20-new; 1 5's-Warfield 21 7; Bitler. 

C-23 , NC4 

R6 Basal $40. 15-10-10-10-6-5(3) 1 5-NERCA 7/76; 41 5; 

1 0-French’s 3/67; 539a; 10-new; 10-new; 6-new; 5's- 
Pros key- Hines; French; new. 

C-24, S-100 

R6- Basal $30. 45-40-30-25-15-15 45-French 1 33; 40- 

REN 418; 30-Williams 105; 25-ANS; 1 5's-Masters 95; 
new . 


1 03 - 


C-25, S-101 


C-26, S-102 


R 5 Basal $15 . 60-50-40-35-30-30 60-French 1 31 ; 50- 

listed; 40-ANS; 35-REN 419; 30’s-French 1 47; new. 

R 4 Basal $8.50 45-40-40-35-30(4) 45-Lahmnan 1 83; 

40-Williams 107; 40-REN 420; 35 - Pros key- Hines; 

30's-NN 40: 1023; HKD (pvt); LM 10/72: 528; Stack’s 

5/75: 560. 

R4+ Basal $15 . 55-50-50-45-35-30(2) 55-NN 59: 1 205; 50- 

REN 421; 50-ANA '64:55; 45 - Pros key- Hines; 35-Miles 89; 
30's-ANS; Dupont 133. 

R3+ Basal $8. 55-50-50-50-50-45(3) 55-Bitler 70; 50- 

Jackman-S loss ; 50-REN 411; *50-HRN 95; Bowers & 
Ruddy 4/79: 1 32; *50-45's; * Pearl 99; two in AN S . There 
may be a duplication among those marked with *. 

C-29, NCI R6+ Basal $60 . 30-15-12-10-8(4) 30-Miller-Hines; 15- 

new; 12-ANS; 10-new; 8's-REN 412; bitler (pvt); two 

new . 


C-27, S-103 


C-28, S-92 


C-30, S-94 


C-31 , NC2 
C-32, S-96 


C-33, NC3 


C-34, S-93 


R6- Basal $30. 40-20-20-20-12(5+) 40- AN A ’57 : 81 8; 

20-French 139; 20-Camegie; 20-Williams 1 01 ; 12's-Hines- 
Downing; another Hines; Newcomb 126; several new. The 
ANS '40' is a mutilated VG10. 

R7+ Basal speculative 40-15-10-6-5-4 40-Wilson; 1 5-ANA 
'57:819; 10-listed; 6-ANS; 5-new; 3-Boyd. 

R6rf Basal $75. 20-12-12-12-10-8(2+) 20-Kagin 1 0/53; 

1 2-Tru-Value Coin; 12-new; 1 2-new; 1 0-Dupont 1 26; 
8's-Hines; ANS; HKD 1733, which may be the Dupont 
coin . 

R7 Basal $75. 30-15-15-8-7-6-5-4-3 30-French 1 46; 

1 5 _ Frenc h 149; 1 5-new; 8-new, reverse rim break at 

TES; 7- ANS ; 6- REN 415; 5-HRN 131; 4-new; 3-Stack's 
1/58: 565. 

R 3 - Basal $7.50 65-65-65-65-60(3+) 65-REN 413; 65- 

ANS; 65-Williams 100; 65-Stack's 2/75: 137; 60's- 
Gaskill; Hopkins; ANS; HRN 95a (may be the Williams 
coin . 


C-35, S-95 R6 Basal $40. 45-40-35-30-25-20(2) 45-French 1 40; 

40— Williams 102; 35— Stack's 12/77: 1250; 30— ANS; 

25- ANS; 20's-two new. 
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C-36, S-116 R5+ Basal $1 7.50 30-25-25-25-20-15(6+) 30-ANS; 



25-Fnench 134; 25-new; 25-new; 20-new; 1 5's-Proskey- 
Hines; Schwartz 133; REN 431; ANA '67: 189; Carnegie 
others . 

C— 37, S-117 

R5+ Basal $17.50 55-40-35-25-15-15 55-from England; 

40-REN 432; 35-Kelly 2/65: 978; 25-Stack's 1/69:180; 
1 5's two listed . 

C-38, NC6 

R8 3-0 Discovered by Denis Loring in August, 1970. 

C-39, S-118 

R6- Basal $30. 55-45-25-25-20-15 55-ANS; 45-listed; 

25-Bolender 9/51 : 70; 25-new; 20- Pros key- Hines; 

1 5-new . 

C-40, S-119 

R3 Basal $8. 65 (many) No confirmed 70's. 

C— 41 , S-1 13 

R5+ Basal $17.50 40-35-30-30-20-20 40-ANS; 35- 

F rench 1 22; 30-ANS; 30-Davis-G raves 1 594; 20's-ANS 

Mayflower 7/62: 82. 

C-42, S-1 14 

R5 Basal $15 . 50-45-40-40-30—25(4) 50-Davis— G raves 

1595; 45-ANS; 40-REN 429; 40-new; 30-HRN 124; 

25's-French 137; Downing (pvt); A. .A '57: 829; 
new . 

C-43 , S-1 15 

R4 Basal $8.50 45-40-40-30-25(3) 45-ANS; 40- 

Pros key- Hines; 40-new; 30-ANS; 25's-ANS; Davis- 

Graves 1596; new. 

C-44, S-1 05 

R6- Basal $25. 65-35-20-15-12-10(7) 65-Miller-Hines; 

35-Williams 111; 20~new, obverse rim break at TY; 

1 5-Schwartz 1 21 -Kagin 297: 192; 1 2-new; 10's-ANS; 

Carnegie; others. 

C-45 } S-1 04 

R3+ Basal $12.50 55-45-40-30-30-25(3) 55-Proskey- 

Hines; 45-listed; 40-ANS; 30-Camegie; 30-Holmes 
1389; 25's-Gaskill; ANS; Stack's 2/77; 111. 

(to be continued.) 




Insomnia is something to lose sleep oven. THE RAT FINK. 
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WESTERN REGIONAL (Northern Area) EAC MEETING 


Del Bland 


On Friday evening, March 30, 1979, a regional EAC meeting was held at 
Carl Windon's home in Oakland, California. The meeting was supposed to 
start at 7:30 P.M. but didn’t get under way until 8P.M. because we were wait- 
ing for three members who had said that they were going to attend. However, 
for one reason or another, they didn’t show up. i hose who did attend were: 


Bill Carmel Ken Wolfgram 

Bob Vail Carl Windon 

Steve Lund Del Bland 

Bill Weber 

The meeting opened with general discussions. Bill Weber brushed some 
of the half cents from his collection for a display and a talk. Ken shocked the 
entire group by finally paying his 1979 EAC dues. This loosened every one up 
and a most enjoyable evening ensued. 

As is always the case, no formal meeting of any kind was held. Bill’s dis- 
play of half cents was superb. It included these examples; 


1794 


1 804 
1 805 

1 806 


C-1 b, 

C-2b, 

C-4b, 

C-5b, 

C-6b, 

C— 2 , 

C-2, 


G-9 with small edge letters 

G-5 with large edge letters 

G-4 with large edge letters 

G-8 with large edge letters 

G-6 with large edge letters 

unlisted in G (obv G-1 0, rev. 
G-4 


FI 2 second finest known 
EF45 finest known 
FI 5 finest known 
VF35 unique 
FI 2 unique 

G-6) VG1 0 second finest 
VF30 second finest 


C-3 , G-3 the Gilbert plate coin VF20 third finest 

C-2, G-2 AU55+ finest known 

C-3, unlisted in G (obv. G-1 , rev. G-2) VG8 fourth finest 


Also included were several other important pieces. Discussion and 
observation of these great coppers took up most of the evening. 


Steve had his half cent collection, and Carl brought out his date and variety 
set which contained a superb red-and-brown Unc . 1809. 


Some of the others in our group had large cents to show. Ken had a few 
Mint State examples in the 1850's. Bill Carmel had a box of duplicates for 
trade, and I displayed five different varieties of 1794 just recently obtained for 
my collection including the Major St. Oswald S— 71 , lot 164 in that sale, which 
had been in hiding for nearly 14 years. This coin grades AU55+. 

After refreshments of cake, cookies, coffee, and Seven— Up, a general dis- 
cussion of various topics took place. Then a group picture was taken, and the 
meeting broke up. Ail of us departed by 11 :40 P.M. 

************* 
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CENTS of 1839 


John D . Wright 

Eighteen thirty nine - — a non-spectacular year in the history of our 
country, but the end of an era for our cent coinage. This year provides the 
last oasis of variety in cent-coinage before the desert of neuter, stereotyped 
design in the forties and fifties. Not since 1 794 have so many different heads 
appeared on cents of a single year. Nor, with present bureaucratic practices, 
will such ever happen again . The variety of 1 839 cents is the well-earned 
reward for enduring the tedious task of attributing the previous 33£ years of 
cents . 

Thirteen obverses (with five basic heads) and eight reverses (with three 
basis types) were mated in fourteen known combinations to produce the 
3,128,661 cents delivered in 1839. The rather unimaginative labels 'over 1836', 
'head of 1836', 'plain cords', 'head of 1838', and 'head of 1840' have been in 
long use and are self-explanatory . The newer terms 'small head', 'petite head*, 
'tipped head', and 'braided hair' all attempt to describe the design used on cents 
of 1 840-1 842 and some of 1 839 and 1 843. The origin of the terms 'silly head' 
and 'booby head' has been traced in print to the 1860's and may have been in 
common verbal use even before that. Though only minimally descriptive, these 
labels are just whimsical enough to suit the personality of the kind of soul that 
collects large cent varieties, so they have persisted — and I wouldn't presume 
to suggest a change. 

No Proof cents are known of this year, but around three hundred MS 
examples are known. Surprisingly, Mint State 1 839's generally bring out- 
rageous prices — especially for choice booby head examples, which, though the 
most common design of the year, represent a one-year type. The variety- 
collector will find this an impossible year to complete in MS, and quite a 
challenge in any grade. The one 'rare' type, though obtainable nice, is quite 
expensive; and the rarest variety of the year is lacking in all but a few 
collections . 

Die-chaining occurs to such a degree on 1 839 cents that sequencing them 
becomes almost a trivial task. Traditional sequencing has the 1836 head first; 
but this variety is die-linked to both of the silly-head varieties, which are new 
variants of the 1838 head. Since two varieties bear the exact designs of the 
preceding year, they have been placed at the head of the year — first the one 
indistinguishable from an 1 838 except by date, then the one with no line under 
L sind an unusual reverse. Next comes the head of 1836 (plain haircord) sind 
the two silly-head varieties. Since these three share a common reverse die, 
their order is easily determined. Next is the long string of booby-head 
varieties (eight varieties), beginning with the sharply-pointed coronet 
(similar to silly-head) sind progressing by die-chains or similarities to the 
broken-stem die. Gobrecht's propensity to dabble not only with individually-cut 
dies, but also with production dies during their use confuses booby-head 
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attribution considerably. Indeed, two of Newcomb’s ’new' reverses are mere 
reworkings of previously— known dies. 

The petite-head variety (identical to 1840) ends the year and the series, 
simultaneously beginning the final series of U.S. large cents — a series whose 
differences are marked entirely by date-placement, individual die-scratches, 
and distinctive patterns of breaks, cracks, weaknesses, or other die failures. 
The identification of that series I leave in the capable hands of Jules Reiver, a 
man whose expertise in classifying tiny differences far surpasses mine. 

Type 1838 (2 vars): Haircords are beaded, no browlock. Lowest lock of hair 

encompasses the shoulder. Reverse has small letters, underline below 
CENT. 

Type 1836 (1 var): Haircords are plain bands, minimal browlock. Lowest 

lock of hair encompasses the shoulder. Dentilation is quite short, date 
has long-peaked 1 . The treatment of the hair is subtly different from the 
other 1839 heads. Reverse has small letters, underline below CENT . 

Silly Head (2 vars): Haircords are beaded, conspicuous browlock. Lowest 

lock of hair encompasses the shoulder. This is Gobrecht’s first variant 
on the head of 1 838. Coronet-tip is much more sharply-pointed, top of 
head is more rounded, ear is smaller, and tip of bust is shorter than on 
other 1839 heads. The eyelash is frayed (triple), the hairbun is looser, 
the expression is vacant, and Miss Liberty has removed her dentures. 
Evidently, it’s been a hard day and she’s glad it’s over. Reverse has 
small letters, underline below CENT. 

Booby Head (8 vars): Haircords are beaded with many tiny beads, conspicuous 

browlock. Lowest lock of hair curls behind the shoulder and overlaps the 
truncation, leaving the shoulder point exposed. This design is a further 
evolution from the silly head. The chin is sharper than on earlier heads. 
The lips are usually puckered, and the ear is small as on the silly head. 
Reverse has small letters, but without underline below CENT. 

Petite Head (1 var): Haircords are beaded, conspicuous browlock. Lowest 

lock of hair encompasses the shoulder, ending in a sharp point over 3. 

This is the end-product of the 1839 cent-design evolution. The head is 
smaller, more refined, and neuter. The date is larger, with long-peaked 
1 . The letters of LIBERTY are smaller, the hair below the coronet 
appears like a braid, a round hole drills the ear, and the curls at nape of 
neck are coils rather than ringlets. Reverse has tiny letters, no underline. 
The whole aspect is much more refined than on earlier types. 

Cent 1 Head of '38, line under L N2 

Four leaves under MER 

Obv. 1; Head of *38; no browlock, beaded cords. First star is doubled along 
the left side of its top point. LIBERTY has a bold underline to L, with 
LIBER evenly aligned, and two graver-scratches up from the tail of R. 
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The center dot is larger and more conspicuous than on the other head-of- 
'38 variety. 

Rev. A: Underline to CENT is bold, slightly broader in the center. Highest 

leaf extends to center of S . Outer berry under AM is bold, even on late 
strikes . The leaf-group under MER consists of four leaves as on all 1 838 
cents and before. ONE CENT is noticeably more bold than the legend on 
all but the earliest strikes. Small center dot remains constant, with a 
tiny dot a millimeter to its southwest. 

Striking variations: Earliest strikes show feint die-scratches on neck, 

vertical die-scratches thru ST AT, horizontal die-scratches thru RICA, 
and bold legend. The legend weakens early, with AMERICA invariably 
weakest. As the dies wear the head develops a phantom-outline to its right. 
Flowlines develop on and before the throat; reverse periphery weakens 
more. Both dies remain unbroken. 

Discussion: Rl , common in all grades. 65, 65 , 65, 60 , 60, 60. Over two 

dozen MS examples have been traced, plus several borderline uncs. The 
best three are Jackman-Beckwith-Newcomb-Starr estate, Bobbe, and Hines- 
Helfenstein-Masters-Bobbe (in that order) . The next five or so are about 
equal. This one draws no variety premium. 

Cent 2 Head of *38, no line under L. N3 

Three leaves under MEET? 

Obv. 2: Head of ’38; no browlock, beaded cords. Second star has a con- 

spicuous point extending left from its top point. LIBERTY has a broad 
open space without underline below L, a diagonal graver-scratch down thru 
I, IB tilted left relative to E, R small and low. ER touch at top and bottom. 
The fusing of two hairwaves produces a slight lump behind the ear below 
Y, as on both silly head dies. Tiny center dot before ear. 

Rev. B: Underline to CENT is thin, weaker at left. Highest leaf tip falls 

short of the center of S . This leaf is much shorter them its mate below. 

The berry under this S has a bold dot to its right. The outer berry under 
AM is quite faint, fades and disappears on later strikes. The leaf-cluster 
under MER consists of three leaves, the outermost extended by a long spike 
towards the foot of R. ONE CENT is no more bold than the legend. Left 
pendant of T in CENT is short. Tiny center dot disappears on later strikes. 

Striking variations; Early strikes have both dies crisp, but most are later — 
with strong flowlining both sides, peripheral details fading, and a radial 
depression northeast of the first star. Indeed, the experienced centist 
identifies this variety at a glance by this mark. A feint crack grows thru 
nose, lips, across the chin, and down the throatline to the bust. The berry 
under AM is totally lacking on the latest strikes. 
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Discussion: R2+, slightly scarce. 70, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65. These are 

followed by about a dozen and a half 60«s. The best ones are CDSmith- 
Bobbe, Book-Clapp-ANS , and Beckwith-French-Clarka-REN . Though 
decidedly scarcer than the other head-of-*38 variety. Cent 2 is too common 
to command any premium. 

Cent 3 Over 1836, plain haircords Nl 

Rev . *38 , no berry at T 

Obv. 3: Head of *36. This is an unused 1 836 die, identifiable as such on 

several counts, the most remarkable of which is the plain hair bands. 

The leading edge of the coronet is strongly curved and splayed far away 
from the top of L. A sharp, thin brow lock overlaps the coronet base, 
which drops away in a depressed line below L. LIBER T V has thin curves 
on the B. The mouth of the 9 is closed by an irregular mass of die- 
crumbling or graver-gouges . This figure matches neither the 9 of other 
1 839 cents, nor the 6 of 1 836 cents, being much too squared for either of 
these. Three horizontal graver-scratches extend from the lower right 
curve of 9. The "faint traces of an undercut 6 within and about the 9" 
claimed by Breen have never been seen by me, but are entirely reasonable. 
The odd shape of the 9 is wholly consistent with a well-executed attempt to 

overlay a 6. 

Rev. C: Underline to CENT is bold and center dot is wholly absent. Dentila- 

tion is crisp and well-defined. A noticeable phantom appears below the 
inner leaf above E of ONE. There is no inner berry at top of T in CENT. 

Striking variations: The 1839 "overdate" comes in three easily- identifiable 

states, but progressions exist within the last two. Most seen are from 
unbroken dies . The obverse develops a swelling which grows to a hori- 
zontal crack from the rim between stars 3, 4 to the nose belovV the eye. 
Finally this crack is joined by friends which bisect the obverse. The first 
crack splits the eye, another just below it crosses the head to the Y, and 
a third exits below the hair pun thru star 1 1 to the rim . These cracks 
progress from fine to bold. At a glance or on examples below VF (as 
most are), these three cracks appear as one. The reverse remains crisp 
and new. Porous black examples seem slightly more common than smooth 
brown ones. 

Discussion: R4, and quite rare above Fine. 65, 50, 50, 50, 45, 45. These 

are followed by three more 45's, six 40's, and around two to two and one 
half dozen VF's , several of which have been offered as "XF". The best 
ones are HaU-Brand-Pierce~’47 ANA-REN, Mills-Thompson-Hines- 
Downing-REN, Sloss-TAD-Kuntz, and Helfenstein-CDSmith-Bobbe. The 
overdate has always been extremely popular. Though readily available in 
Good of VG at a price, examples above Fine are hard to come by. As a 
one-variety type, any current catalogue will shew its value. 
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Gent 4 Silly Head, no hole in center N4 

Rev. ’38, no berry at T 

Obv. 4: Silly head; large browlock. L of LIBERTY has an underline and 

T rests on the hair. This die has no center dot and no other impairment 
about the ear. 

Rev. C: Same die as last, same and later. An irregular defect grows below 

the right foot of N in ONE, to the right of where the center dot should be. 
Flowlining develops thru the legend. The phantom below the leaf above 
E of ONE remains . 

Striking variations: Edge-detail fades on later strikes. No cracks seen. 

Discussion: R2-, rather common in all grades. 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65. 

At least nine 65's are known, followed by around two dozen 60's and many 
borderline tones . The best ones are Fr ench-Clar ke-R EN and Collins- 
Clarke-Helfenstein . This is the commoner of the two silly head varieties. 
Though the SH type does pull some slight premium, neither variety brings 
more than the other . 


Cent 5 Silly Head, hole before ear N9 

Rev. '38, no berry at T 

Obv. 5: Silly head; large browlock. All features are as described on the 

preceding variety with the following minor differences. The bust is in 
bolder relief, the mouth is better formed, the coronet tip is not quite as 
pointed, and a large, round hole appears where the center dot should be. 

A few faint vertical graver-scratches extend thru the bottom of B , and a 
cluster of faint horizontal graver-scratches extend left from stair 7 . 

Rev. C: Same as previous, later. The die has now been lightly lapped, so 

the legend flowlines are minimized, the defect below N is nearly or wholly 
gone, and the phantom outline to the leaf above E has vanished. The 
missing inner berry at T of CENT is still quite apparent. 

Striking variations-. All seen by me have lightly-bisected obverse, cracked 
from rim between stars 5,6 to coronet, across head below the ear to rim 
below star 13. This crack is evident on the neck of even well-worn 
examples. Additional light cracks parallel and support this one near its 
two extremities. Finally a faint crack grows downward thru the nose, 
lips, tip of chin, and across the field to the junction of neck and bust. 
Early examples have crisp, well-defined dentilation. Later strikes have 
dentilation much weakened on both sides. Minor rimbreaks plague the 
obverse edge below the date, at top, and down the right side. Reverse, 
though weak at periphery, remains unbroken . 
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Discussion: R3, a bit seance but not terribly so, 70, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65. 

The best are Holmes-CDSmith-Bobbe and the Helfenstein piece. Cent 5 
commands no premium over the other silly head variety. 


Cent 6 Bobby Head, sharply-pointed coronet N5,10 

No underline, doubled leaf under CA 

Obv. 6: Booby head; exposed shoulder. Coronet tip is much more pointed 

than on other booby head dies, splaying far left from the top of L similar 
to the silly head dies. Ninth star is boldly recut along the right of its 
lowest point. Very faint hints of a raised ring appear before the ear, and 
the curl is broken before the center of the ear. 

Rev. D: No underline. Stems and outer berry below TE(D) are complete. 

Early strikes (N5) show no inner berry right of T in CENT , while later 
strikes (Nl 0) have this berry added as a small lump. There is a doubling 
between the outer two leaves under IC, almost as if the outer leaf pair 
under IC was intended as a triplet. On worn examples this is still quite 
apparent as a double leaftip under C. The broken left pendant of T in 
CENT is ill-repaired, producing a ’notched top' to this letter. 

Striking variations: Early strikes from unlapped dies have bold wreath and 

legend, and no sign of an inner berry right of CENT . These are seen 
much more frequently than the post-lapping strikes. After the lapping and 
reworking of the reverse die, a crude ’berry’ appears to the right of CENT 
and Miss Liberty’s mouth develops quite an abscess as her pucker is 
effaced . 

Discussion: Rl , quite common in all grades. 70, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65. Another 

65 and around l 1 ^ dozen 60's are known, followed by several borderline 
uncs. The best early strike is one Jerry Bobbe turned up. The best late 
strike is the Clapp-ANS piece, though at least three early-strike examples 
will match this one. Though fascinating as the most highly-distinctive 
booby. Cent 6 commands no variety premium . 


Gent 7 Booby Head, bisected Nl 2 

No underline, doubled leaf under CA 

Obv. 7: Booby head; exposed shoulder. Leading edge of coronet is close to 

and parallels upright of L — unlike the previous, but like all following 
booby-head dies. These were all raised from the same hub, differing 
only in minor retouchings or different failures. This one, even on late 
strikes, is unlapped. However, the bottom of the browlock does not touch 
the forehead. Ninth star is doubled on right side of its lowest point. See 
striking variations below. 
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Rev. D: Same die as previous, same state as the latest of Cent 6 (N10). 

Die is lightly lapped, berry added right of CENT. 

Striking variations: Earliest examples show an irregular area of crumbling 

midway between stars 12, 13. An obvious crack develops early thru star 
4 to nose below eye. A second crack then grows parallel to this one from 
the bridge of nose to just below the ear. This crack finally bisects the 
die, exiting between stars 11,12. Latest strikes have both cracks quite 
bold, but a nice VF is required to identify the cracks as two rather than 
one. Reverse state is unchanged for the life of the variety. 

Discussion: R4+, quite scarce, nearly rare. 60, 60, 50 , 50 , 45 , 35. The 

best are Hines -Starr estate (likely the Mougey coin), Helfenstein-REN, 
ANS, and the Bobbe coin. No more than two dozen have been confirmed 
at Fine or better. The late-state examples of Cent 7 are quite 
spectacular and generally draw a bit better price than their earlier- 
struck brethren. This variety readily commands near a 1 .5x premium, 
and occasionally more for choicer examples. 


Cent 8 Booby Head, cracked *4-6 N7 

No underline, heavily tapped 

Obv. 8: Booby head; exposed shoulder. Short coronet-point parallels L 

(as on previous) . Ninth star is strongly doubled along right side of 
lowest point. Several conspicuous lumps appear on the curl before the 
ear. See striking variations below. 

Rev. D; Same die as previous, now severely lapped. Wreath is thin and 
broken in several places. Most berries and several leaves are mere 
phantoms . 

Striking variations: All seen have cracked obverse and severely lapped 

reverse. Obverse is lightly cracked from rim below star 4, thru stars 4 
to 6 to rim over star 7. Obverse dentilation begins sharp, grows quite 
indistinct. Reverse dentilation remains clear in spite of severe lapping. 
Reverse die is excessively reground, leaving wreath disjoint and all 
berries severed and weak or missing. Late strikes show an open mouth 
from obverse lapping, a tight clash from throat above O(NE) and from 
ear between the N*s of ONE CENT. Some examples show an additional 
obverse crack from rim over star 2 to third star and a hairline crack 
from rim over third star, running outside the stars to rim between 4th 
end 5th stars . 

Discussion: R3, scarce but not rare. 70 , 70 , 60 , 60 , 60 , 60. Around two 

dozen MS examples are known, and several borderline uncs. The best 
ones are the French-Clarke-REN and the Sloss examples. The 
drastically lapped reverse is certainly eye-catching, but Cent 8 is too 
common to draw a variety premium . 
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Gent 9 


Booby Head, scratch before ear 
No underline, no berry atTE(D) 


N14 


Obv. 9: Booby head; exposed shoulder. Short coronet-point parallels L. 

In date, 8 is a hair low. A fine graver-scratch cuts across the lowest 
point of the curl before ear (visible only on nice VF and better) . The 
"raised center circle" peculiar to the booby-head type is plainest on this 
die, its left loop curving thru the curl before ear. The ninth star is 
boldly doubled along the right side of its lowest point as on most other 
booby-head dies . 

Rev. E: No underline. Though the stem is bold and complete, there is no 

outer berry below TE(D) — diagnostic. The inner ’berry’ to right of 
CENT is questionable — a mere lump. Several berries are disjoint, and 
a few are doubled. CENT has a notch-topped T from a poorly-repaired 
left pendant. This is the only booby-head reverse to show a center dot, 
though indistinctly. 

Striking variations: All seen have a light crack from the rim over D, extend- 

ing along the tops of STATES OF A. Why Newcomb failed to mention 
this crack is a mystery to me. Dentilation is usually well-defined on both 
sides. Later strikes show dentilation fuzzy, reverse crispness faded at 
left. 

Discussion: R3+, scarce but not rare. 65 , 65 , 60 , 60 , 60 , 60. Seven or 

eight 60’s are known, at least two AU’s, and over half a dozen XF's. The 
best ones arc Kissner— Sawicki, Bobbe, Johns Hopkins, and CDSmith. 
McGirk published this variety in 1913. After two-thirds of a century it 
stilt arouses overwhelming indifference. Its scarcity may occasionally 
command a slight premium, but generally it does not. 

Cent 10 Booby Head, puckered mouth N13 

No underline, cracked D-S 

Obv. 10: Booby head; exposed shoulder. Short coronet-point parallels L. 

The ninth star is not recut — which, for a booby head, is unusual. 

Instead, the lowest point of star 12 is conspicuously doubled. The mouth 
is puckered as on all booby obverses except the next. 

Rev. F: No underline. The stems and berry below TE(D) are complete, 

though usually faint — as is the outer berry below ST . The inner berry 
right of CENT is a wedge-shape ridge between the inner leaf and the 
wreath-stem, ending in a sharp point. Perhaps the berry is gone, leav- 
ing only a very heavy stem . C ENT has a notch— topped T from a poorly- 
repaired left pendant. This die is instantly recognized by its cracks 
see below. 
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Striking variations: Early strikes show crisp dentilation, no flowlining. 

Obverse dentilation fades and flowlines develop around head (strongest 
below chin) and thru legend (strongest at left). Leaf under D fades to a 
phantom , as do outer berries below TE(D) and ST. All examples show 
light crack from rim over U, tops of NIT, centers of ED STA, top of T 
to rim over E. Later strikes show additional crack thru centers ES to 
rim over O. The crack between D-S is evident at a glance. 

Discussion: R3-, a touch scarce perhaps . 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 60. About 

2^ dozen 60's are known to me, the best ones being LM 2/72-CDSmith- 
Bobbe, Earle-FUN *76, and the Sloss-Helfenstein piece. This one comes 
ups easily enough in any grade, so it draws no premium. 

Cent 1 1 Booby Head; long mouth New (#1 5) 

No underline, cracked D-S 

Obv. 11; Booby head; exposed shoulder. Short coronet-point parallels L . 
The ninth star is boldly recut, but on a different point than most other 
bobby heads. The lowest outer point (not 'lowest '=lowest inner) is 
strongly doubled along its left side. The mouth is more evenly formed 
than on any other booby-head die. The lips are longer, evenly apart, nut 
puckered. Once the appearance of this feature can be learned, this 
obverse is recognizable at a glance. A light graver-scratch appears in 
the hair below V, extending tangential to the wave over the ear. 

Rev. F; Same die as last, and same state as the latest of them. The crack 
is no bolder, but the outer leaves and berries are notably weak, especially 
at left. 

Striking variations: All seen are as described — no variations seen. 

Discussion: R7, six known to me. 60 , 60 , 55 , 50 , 35, 12. Evidently 

Walter Breen discovered this variety in the mid-late fifties. Willard 
Blaisdell seems to have been the first to identify it as "Obv. N1 1 /Rev. 
N13", in 1972 or before. Breen identified the ones in the Kagin 220 sale 
(8/58, the 55 coin) and the NN 53 sale (6/59, tine 12 coin) as "N13 variant" 
and "possible unlisted", but was still unsure enough of identification to 
buy and sell an Nl 3 from the Stack's 6/60 sale as "Breen 15". That coin 
was withheld from the Helfenstein sale when Lester Merkin doubted it, 
thence to CDSmith, in whose collection I later confirmed it as Nl 3. 
Helfenstein had another (MS 60) which made it into the auction, thence to 
Floyd Starr. Kreisberg had one in his 5/66 and 10/66 sales (AU50); 

Jerry Bobbe turned up a borderline 60-cent in 10/72; and in 1 978 one of 
Jules Reiver's Nl 3s (35) turned out to be this variety. The so-called 
"#1 5" in the Kreisberg 3/72 sale (VG) was an Nl 3. I’m still looking for 
one. Needless to say, value is speculative. 
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Cent 12 


Booby Head, long mouth 

No line, broken stem below TE(D) 


Nil 


Obv. 11 : Same die as last, same state or later. 

Rev. G: No underline. The outer berry below TE(D) is boldly present, but 

the wreath stem above the berry stem is missing diagnostic. The outer 
leaftip under ME folds under, showing no point (also diagnostic). The 
inner berry right of CENT is plain and well-rounded, but does not extend 
very far. The T of CENT is better-patched than usual, making this the 
only booby reverse without a notch- topped T . 

Striking variations: Obverse dentilation begins crisp, weakens as minor 

flowlining develops. Reverse dentilation remains sharp. 

Discussion: Rl , common in all grades. 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65. Eight or 

nine 65’s are known, and many 60's. The best one is Winsor-Mehl-REN , 
followed by Beckwith, Pearl, and a couple of others — then comes the 
pack. This is a common variety that sends a thrill down my spine when- 
ever I recognize the long mouth — but they've all been Nil instead of the 
not-in-Newcomb (Cent 11) I keep hoping for. Cent 12 is worth what any 
old booby head is worth. 

Cent 13 Booby Head, puckered mouth N6 

No line, broken stem below TE(D) 

Obv. 12: Booby head; exposed shoulder. Short coronet-point parallels L. 

The ninth star is boldly doubled along the right side of its lowest point. 

The overall appearance of this die is one of bold relief — the date is 
crisper with long-peaked 1 , the dentilation is sharply-defined with each 
dentil a rounded entity in bold relief, and the stars show none of the usual 
fuzziness. However, the botton of the browlock does not touch the forehead. 
The left side of the 'center ring' makes a strong, complete loop on the curl 
before the ear . The lips are full but puckered — positively sensuous . 

Rev. G: Same die as last, now lapped and lightly retouched. The broken 

stem at TE(D) and tucked-in leaf at ME are still boldly apparent. The 
leaves below ICA are weaker, severed at their roots, and now appear slightly 
shorter than before — which is why Newcomb considered this a different 
die. The outer berries at TE(D) and ST have been poorly reinforced, 
both now displaying an open-clamshell appearance (Newcomb's 'split 
berries'). The right inner berry below ES has had a long thread of a stem 
added, as has the lower of the pair right of ONE. Every leaf has been 
'touched up', showing many fine longitudinal graver-scratches . 

Striking variations; Obverse is always perfect. Reverse comes perfect, then 
with a light crack thru D to and along wreath under S , then a fainter crack 
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from left foot of M to and along the wreath clockwise, exiting the ribbon 
just below the first leaf, towards the base of U. 

Discussion: R2, rather common in all grades. 60 , 60 , 60 , 60 , 60 , 60. At 

least seven 60's are known, plus a couple more old records that could be 
some of these or different. There are over half a dozen AU’s . One was 
listed by the Kagins in 1961 as having "Proof surface", and the French 
coin was claimed to be a Proof in die ANS 1914 Exposition. Slightly the 
best one seen is the Bobbe coin. Cent 13 commands no variety premium. 


Cent 1 4 Petite Head, braided hair N8 

Tiny letters 

Obv. 13: Petite head; identifiable at a glance as the only 1839 variety of this 

type. The hair is arranged in a braidlike appearance below the coronet 
with hair coils at nape of neck. Lowest curl ends in a point over 9. With 
this design Gobrecht was finally pleased and turned his creative efforts 
back to other series — final retouching on his Liberty Seated design on all 
silver denominations preparatory to resumption of dollar- coinage, and 
adaptation of the head from his half-dollar patterns for use on all gold 
coins. Both of these activities bore fruit in 1 840. 

Rev. H: No underline, legend has tiny letters. The overall appearance is 

much more refined, but progress has its price. When beauty becomes 
stereotyped, can the sameness that results still be called beauty? With 
what does one compare to make that judgment? 

Striking variations: Dentilation weakens only slightly. No cracks or other 

deterioration seen. 

Discussion: Rl , quite common in all grades. 70, 70, 70, 65, 65, 65. One 

of the 65’s approaches 70-grade. Over a dozen 65 's are known, and 
many 60’s. Though astronomical in price (for choice examples), it is 
amazing how readily available this variety is in superb condition. As a 
one-variety type it is probably well that it is so common . That at least 
keeps the circulated prices down to sane levels. 
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(N14) 


7 

(N12) 
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ON COLLECTING LOW-GRADE CENTS 


Cox Robert Crider 

Due to the pressure of inflation and investment speculation in the numis- 
matic market, and the overall inflationary trend of our economy, collectors 
without large incomes must make one of two choices: either they must collect 
only a very few high-grade coins, or they can collect a lot of low-grade coins. 
Although high-grade collecting is most touted in the media (it is most profit- 
able to the dealers), collecting low-grade coins is really the grass roots of the 
hobby. For every rich collector of the luxury-grade class, there are probably 
a hundred little guys collecting the low-grade stuff. It is these collectors, un- 
sung and unpublicized, who are actually the backbone of the hobby, buying up the 
material which those well-heeled folks wouldn't even took upon. 

Collecting low-grade coins has its pleasures and its rewards, especially 
in the targe cents field. Most low-grade large cents are sold unattributed. 

This probably is due to demands on the dealers' time and their general dis- 
interest in low-grade coins (remember that low-grade coins don't usually 
generate the big bucks). Since most low-grade coins are not attributed, every 
now and then one is able to obtain a coin he could not have afforded had it been 
attributed . 

The second large cent that I ever purchased (in 1958, from J. V. McDermott - 
any of you old timers remember him?) turned out to be a not-too-common 
S-181 . Incidentally, the coin was graded by McDermott as Good, but by today's 
ANA standards it grades VG8 ! 

Here are some recent examples of my mail-order buying of unattributed 
large cents: 


ivertised as; 

Actually was: 

1794 

VG 

S-62, G6/4 

1796 

Cap VG 

S-82, AG3/2 

1796 

Bust G 

S-118, G4 

1798 

VG 

S-1 75, G4 

1812 

FI 5 

S-291 , FI 2 


The most recent acquisition was obtained in a mail-bid sale. My experience 
with small mail-bid sales is that the coins are usually drastically overgraded, 
so I always adjust my bids accordingly. The lot was advertised as 1794 VG-F, 
so I bid a fair price for a Good coin. To my surprise, my bid was the winning 
one; and for $34., I received the coin. When it arrived, I was not surprised 
that it graded 4/3, but it did have a nice planchet. What did surprise me was 
that the coin was a S-20 ! Had the coin been attributed, it would have sold for 
several times what I paid for it. 

Also in their favor, worn coins have an importance as artifacts of our 
society. They have not been in collectors' cabinets for 150 years, but they 
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became worn by years of activity in the commerce of our fledgling nation. 
Perhaps, it is this reason that causes the true large cent scholar to admire a 
worn coin about as much as a Mint State example. 

However, do not believe that low-grade collecting always yields coins which 
are R4 and up. The majority will be R1 ’s and R2's. If bought through the mail, 
the coins will usually be overgraded and thus overpriced. Often, imperfections 
such as porosity and pitting will not be mentioned in the advertisement. Even 
the large ’prestigious 5 coin dealers can be guilty of this. My advice to you is 
this - when you receive unsatisfactory coins, return them to the dealer and 
never do business with him again . Stick with those dealers who send you 
properly-graded material. 

Above all, remember Dr. Sheldon’s admonition: "Do not invest more in 
any luxury, such as an old penny, than you can good-humoredly afford to lose". 
And you, too, may find a lot of pleasure in those low-grade coppers! 

************* 


Paid .Advertisement 

AMERICAN HALF CENTS 

the 

"Little Half Sisters" 


’The standard reference on U.S, Half Cents." 

Penny-Wise 3/1 5/72 

The interesting story of these "half sisters" of the large cent, with new 
material and interpretations from data in The National Archives. 

Fully illustrated with 192 photographs of all known varieties and the more 
well-known die states . 


Quick, easy and positive identification of the ninety-six known varieties. 

All members of the EAC should have a copy. There are many rare 
varieties that are worth from two to eight times catalogue. 

Regular price $15.00. 

Special to EAC members (10% off) $13.50 postpaid. 

Order your copy from: 

Roger S . Cohen, Jr. , EAC #1 88 
4720 Montgomery Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

************* 
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EAC CONVENTION SNAPSHOTS OF 1794 WHIST MATCH 



Courtesy of Paula and Denis Loring 




#1 Standing: John M. Tondra, Doug Walcutt, Maureen Shalowitz, Mabel Ann 
Wright, C. F. Gordon, Jr. Seated; Tom Morley, Myles Gerson, Del 
Bland, George Ewing (hidden), Denis Loring, Thomas S. Chalkley 
#2 Standing: Dane B . Nielsen, John M . Tondra Seated: Denis Loring, 

Thomas S. Chalkley, John Adams, Pete Smith, Ned Bush, Bill Raymond, 
T om Morley 
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Above: Standing: Maureen Shalowitz, Mabel Ann Wright. Seated: Stu Hodge, 
Myles Gerson, Del Bland, Denis Loring 

Below: Standing: John Tondra, Dick Punchard, (?). Seated: Tom Morley, 

Stu Hodge 
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DENIS* DEVILISH DIVERSIONS 


Denis Loring 

We received a number of correct solutions to the Chester Cherrypicker 
problem. Unfortunately, we don’t have space to publish all of them. Here's 
the answer, as given by Gene Braig: 

CHESTER CHERRYPICKER CLAIMS A CHAIN 

Since Stanley Sharpeyes supposedly spotted something seemingly signi- 
ficant on a single cent, Chester would be wise to locate Denis for an opinion in 
the Free- to- $50. range. Failing this, Chester Cherrypicker could carefully 
choose, as follows: 

1 . Separate the nine cents into three equal groups and compare two groups 
of the three on the scale, identifying which of the two groups is lighter. If 
those on the scale are equal, the remaining group then must be lighter. 

2. Compare on the scale two coins from the light group so as to find the 
one coin which weighs less. Again, if the two coins being weighed are equal, 
the remaining coin is genuine. 

3. Chester now feels an obligation to offer his duplicate VF30 Chain cent 
for sale in the next EAC auction. 

************* 

Thanks also to Mike Friedman, George R. Trostel, and Steve Kahler, each 
of whom offered equally clever solutions . 

************* 

(Editor's note: here's the solution as offered by Denis - "Chester divides 

the cents into groups of three, and weighs one group against a second group. If 
either group is lighter, it contains the real Chain; if the two groups balance, 
the real coin is in the third group. Now knowing which group of three coins 
contains the real one, Chester balances two of the coins against each other. The 
lighter one is real; or, if they balance, the third one is the real one. Two 
weighings at $50. each, plus $500. for the coin, and Chester has the bargain of 
the day." Back to Denis again.) 

************* 

Now here's a new puzzler. This one is a little bit tougher, but pencil, 
paper, and patience should see you through. 

1 . Dane, Darwin, Del, Denis, and Doug are five cent collectors. Each 
has a favorite large cent, and these cents are of different dates, rarities, 
conditions, and colors. The men all live on the same street in five consecutive 
houses, and each has painted his house the same color as his favorite cent. 

2. Del's house is brick red. 

3. Denis* cent is R4. 
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4. The VG cent is black, 

5. Dane's coin is XF. 

6. The black house is immediately to the right (your right) of the tan 
house. 

7 . The 1 796 cent is R2 . 

8. The 1794 cent is brown. 

9. The coin in the middle house is Fine. 

10. Doug lives in the first house on the left. 

1 1 . The man with the 1 803 cant lives next to the man with the R1 . 

1 2 . The 1 794 and R5 are adjacent houses . 

13. The 1800 cent is in Good condition. 

14. Darwin's coin is dated 1798. 

15. Doug lives next to the sea-green house. 

Whose coin is R3? And who owns the VF? 

Answers will be given in the next issue. 

************* 

A DIARY ON ’PENNY-WISE 1 GOING TO PRESS 
William J. Parks 

Sunday, March 4. Dr. Lapp called - said he had mailed manuscript for 
March P-W by special delivery on Saturday morning, March 3rd. Weather 
warm and clear - leaves falling from trees in my yard . 

Monday, March 5. Raked front yard - took 3 hours - this job gets harder 
every year. Leaves still falling, but for a short time front yard looks better. 

Get a sharp pain in my right kidney area (had a kidney stone removed several 
years ago) - so have to rest for a minute or so about every three or four minutes. 
P-W manuscript arrives at 7 P„M. No labels as yet from J. D. Wright - use 
the mailing labels as an indicator of how many copies of P-W to print. Manu- 
script indicates 19 new members - would be partly offset by those not renewing 
or dropping out. 

T uesday, March 6. Up bright and early. Made final paste-up of manuscript, 

then off to Winter Park to give Mama Mimeo mss. for typing. Then came home 
and ran off the five pages of P-W 1978 Index for Vol. XII. Had been holding up 
printing these until decision made as to how many copies needed. Had planned to 
do some more yard raking, but this was impossible as it had rained all last night 
end most of today (1 .5 inches). Did numerous errands . At 4 P.M. MM called 
and said that 12 pages of manuscript were finished typing - drove to Winter Park, 

5 miles across town, and picked them up. My collator holds 6 sheets, so prefer 
to print and collate 12 pages at a time. Still no labels. 

Wednesday, March 7. Drove to bindery and picked up 10,000 brochures 
for delivery to a customer. On the way, stopped and picked up an order from 
another customer - another 4 days of work - promised him delivery between 
March 1 6-19, Got started at 10:30 A.M. on P-W. Planned to call my doctor 
about allergy (pollen?), but somehow didn’t get around to it. Also need a 
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haircut - getting bothersome - maybe tomorrow- Finished printing first 12 
pages of P-W about 3 P.M., then collated them (1 hour). At this point, P-W 
estimated to be about 21 .5% printed and collated. MM called and said another 
1 6 pages were ready - back to WP and picked them up. 

Thursday, March 8. Another customer visited, then started on P-W about 
9:30 A.M. Should stop and call doctor. Finished printing the 1 6 pages about 

3P m then collated 12 of them. Estimated printing about 50% completed and 
collating about 47.5%. Now 5 P.M. and still haven’t called doctor for an appoint- 
ment. Labels have not yet arrived . Leaves still falling - this goes on for about 

a month. 

Friday, March 9. MM reports that all pages have been typed - wonderful ! 
Leaves piling up, but no chance to rake for another week or so - customer work 
still coming in. Drive to Winter Park and pick up last 24 pages. Back home 
again, and run off the 8 even-numbered pages and 3 odd-numbered pages - only 
5 to go! Postman arrives - sure enough, labels have arrived ALONG with 
Treasurer’s report and several other pages from JDW . Oh boy! Issue has all 
been numbered and made up - only one place to add - at the end. But first, the 
new additions have to be typed up, so back to WP and MM for more typing . Still 
haven’t called doctor for an appointment - MUST do it Monday - can't breathe a 
night although daytime OK. Affixed maining labels for P-W to envelopes at 
7P.M. Now time to hit the hay! 

Saturday, March 10. Another weekend - today and tomorrow - two wonder- 
ful days with nothing to do except REST, RELAXATION, and RECREATION like 
most Americans . Wonderful ! Maybe there’s a sporting event on TV - golf 
match, football, basketball. Will print remaining 8 pages and collate on Monday, 
the 12th. Then, on Tuesday, will assemble the six collated sections of P-W, 
place in envelopes, seal, and fiave ready for mailing on Wednesday, March 14. 
Back to WP and MM for JDW's retyped material. 

Customer work almost a week behind - better change my plans - so worked 
all day Saturday to finish up P-W. Confession - with so much work backlog, 
also worked all day Sunday. 

Monday, March 12. P-W ready for mailing by 11 A.M. Now have to figure 
average weight of each piece - usually based on weighing 30 pieces - enter this 
on form required by post office - then load up P-W's and off to visit the jolly 
postal service. Will definitely call doctor today for an appointment. Barbershop 
is closed on Monday - so that’s out - will give that TOP priority for tomorrow. 
The leaves??? Getting pretty deep. Maybe they'll blow away? - ya reckon? 

************* 


JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills CA 90210 or New 

Netherlands Coin Co., Inc., 1 West 47th Street, NYC, NY 10036 

FOR SALE - SPECIAL COTTON-LINED COIN ENVELOPES 

These envelopes fit perfectly inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes. 
$9.50 per hundred; $55. per thousand - postpaid. 

************* 
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THE HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 
OF JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

Del Bland 


Later this year. Bowers & Ruddy Galleries of Hollywood, California will 
auction the first part of the Johns Hopkins University collection. It is 
expected that all the half cents and large cents not sold in the Stack's auction 
of March, 1976 will be auctioned by Bowers & Ruddy, most probably in this 
sale. 

In 1974, I was fortunate enough to be able to visit Johns Hopkins University 
and inventory its half cents and large cents. The following is a list of 
varieties and grades of the coins remaining in the collection, minus the 70 
pieces previously sold by Stack's in 1976. The attributions and grades given 
here are fairly accurate, although there could be a few errors inasmuch as I 
did not have enough time to check each variety. 

HALF CENTS 


1 793 

G-3 

EF45 

1 831 

G-1 

original VF20 

1 794 

G-4 

VF25 

1 832 

G-2 

MS 60 

1 795 

G-1 

MS 65 prooflike 


G-2 

AU55 


G-5 

EF40 

1 833 

G-1 

proof 

1 796 

G-1 

VF35 

1 834 

G-1 

MS 60 

1 797 

G-3 

MS 60+ 

1 835 

G-2 

MS 70 


G-4 

AU50 late die state 

1 836 

G-1 

original proof 

1 800 

G-1 

MS 65 

1 840 

G-1 

original proof but impaired, clnd 

1802/0 G- 

-1 FI 2 

1 841 

G-1 

original proof 

1803 

G-2 

AU55 

1 842 

G-3 

2nd restrike proof, cleaned 

1804 

G-2 

EF40 

1 843 

G-3 

2nd restrike proof 


G-5 

VF30 

1 844 

G-1 

original proof 

1805 

G-1 

AU50 

1 845 

G-1 

original proof 


G-2 

FI 5 

1 846 

G-1 

original proof 

1 806 

G-1 

MS60 

1847 

G-3 

2nd restrike proof 


G-3 

nearly MS 70 

1 848 

G-1 

original proof 

1 807 

G-1 

EF40 

1 849 

G-2 

1st restrike proof 

1 808 

G-2 

VF20 


G-3 

LD, MS 60, clnd. and retoned 

1 809 

G-2 

MS 60+ 

1 850 

G-1 

MS 60 

1 81 0 

G-1 

MS 60 

1 851 

G-1 

AU50 

1 81 1 

G-2 

FI 5 

1 852 

G-2 

2nd restrike proof 

1 825 

G-1 

AU55 recolored 

1 853 


MS 70- 

1 826 

G-2 

AU55 recolored 

1 854 


MS 60 

1 828 

G-1 

MS 65 

1 855 


proof, full red 


G-3 

MS 60 

1 856 


'B-129' proof, cleaned 

1 829 

G-1 

AU55 

1 857 


proof, doubling on rev. 
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large cents 


1793 

S-1 

AU50 rev. rimbk 

1798 

S-1 79 

MS 65 

S-3 

MS 60+ 

1 799/8 S-1 88 

VF30 


S-8 

MS 60 

1 799 

S-1 89 

FI 2 


S-1 3 

AU50 

1 800/1 798 S-1 90 VF20 

1794 

S-20 

VG7 

1 800/1 79 S-1 96 VF35 


S-21 

AU55 

1 800 

S-204 

AU55 


S-22 

VF30 


S-209 

AU50 


S-24 

MS 60+ 


S-21 1 

FI 5 


S-25 

VF25 

1801 

S-21 6 

MS 60 


S-28 

AU55 


S-21 9 

VG10 


S-30 

EF45 


S— 221 

VG10 


S-31 

AU55 


S— 223 

EF45 


S— 41 

VF30 

1 802 

S-228 

VF30 


S-44 

AU50 


S-236 

AU55 


S-46 

VF30 


S-239 

AU55 


S-48 

VF25 'starred rev.' (EF40, 

1803 

S-250 

AU55 



but sm . flan defects 


S-251 

AU55 


S-54 

FI 2 


S— 254 

MS 65 


S-55 

VF25 


S-258 

AU50 


S-56 

AU55 


S-261 

VF35 


S-57 

AU55 

1804 

S-266a 

VG1 0 


S-60 

AU50 


S— 266c 

EF40 


S-63 

EF40 

1805 

S— 267 

EF40 


S-70 

VF20 


S-269 

VG10 


S-72 

FI 2 

1 806 

S-270 

EF45 

1795 

S-75 

AU55 

1 807/6 S— 273 

EF40 


S-76b 

F12 

1807 

S-276 

VF25 


S-78 

AU55 

1 808 

S-278 

VF30 


S-80 

FI 2 Jeff. Head 

1809 

S-280 

AU50 

1796 

S-84 

AU55 

1 81 0/9 S-281 

EF40 


S-93 

AU55 

1810 

S-284 

AU50 


S-1 03 

VG10 

1811/10 S-286 

EF40 

1797 

S-1 20b 

AU50 

1811 

S-287 

AU55 


S-1 23 

MS 60 

1 812 

S-288 

EF40 


S-1 35 

MS 60 


S-290 

AU55 


S~1 38 

MS 60+ 

1813 

S-292 

VF30 

1798 

S-1 54 

EF40 

1814 

S-294 

AU50 


S-1 61 

EF40 


S-295 

AU55 


S-1 73 

VF25 






Newcomb Series 



1 81 6 

N-2 

MS65- 

1818 

N-7 

MS 60 

1817 

N-6 

MS65- 


N-1 0 

MS 65+ 


N-13 

MS60+ 

1 81 9/8 N-2 

MS 65- 


N-14 

MS 65 

1 81 9 

N-8 

MS 65+ 


N-16 

AU55 15* 

1820/19 N-1 

EF45 
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Newcomb Series (Continued) 


1820 

N-5 

MS 60+ 

1 837 

N-9 

MS 60+ 


N-1 3 

MS 65+ 

1 838 

N-1 1 

proof 

1821 

N-1 

EF45 

1 839 

N-1 III 

FI 2 


N-2 

EF45 


N-2 

EF45 

1 822 

N-1 

AU50 


N~4 

EF45 


N-1 1 

MS 60+ 


N-8 

MS 60 

1 823/2 N-1 

VF35 


N-1 4 

MS 60+ 

1 823 

N-2 

EF40 

1 840 

N-2 

proof 

1824 

N-2 

MS 65 prooflike 


N-6 

MS 65- 


N-3 1 ^ 

AU55 

1 841 

N-1 

proof 


N— 4 

MS 60 

1 842 

N~1 

VF30 

1 825 

N-6 

MS 60+ 


N~7 

MS 65 


N-9 

MS 60 

1 843 

N-4 

EF40 

1826 

N-1 

VF35 


N-1 2 

MS 60, cleaned 


N-5 

VF35 

1 844 

N-1 

AU55 

1 826/5 N-8 

MS 60 

1845 

N-4 

MS 65 

1827 

N~5 

AU50 

1 846 

N-9 

MS 65 


N-6 

AU50 


N-1 5 

MS 60+ 

1828 

N-1 0 

EF40 small date 

1 847 

N-1 7 

MS 70 


N-1 1 a 

EF40 


obv. similar to N-1 3, proof 

1829 

N-6 

MS 60 

1 848 

N-1 9 

proof 

1830 

N-4 

AU55 

1 849 

N-1 8 

proof 

1831 

N-8 

AU55 

1 850 

N-1 2 

MS 70- 


N-1 1 

MS 60+ 


N-1 0 

MS 70- 

1832 

N-1 

VF30 


N-1 1 

MS 70- 


N-2 

MS 60 


N-25 

MS 70- 


N-3 

AU55 


N-23 

MS 70- 

1833 

N-2a 

AU50 


N-4 

MS 70- 

1834 

N-1 

MS 60+ 


N-9 

AU55 knob on ear 


N-3 

AU50 


N-1 0 

proof 

1 835 

N-8 II 

MS 60 ^ 


N-5 

proof, cleaned 


N-1 4 

MS 60 ^ 


N-6 

MS 70- 

1836 

N-6 I 

MS 60+ 


N-1 

MS 60 

1837 

N-8 

MS 60 


N~3 

proof 


************* 

*********************************************************************** 

* 

t BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

* 

j |( 

* We have a great need for better grade early and late date large cents 

* and half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please 
$ 

* bear in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. 

* You may ship directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for 

j|c 

* details concerning the latter method. 

% FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

* 16 McKinley Avenue 

* Albertson, New York 11507 

* 

J********************************************************************** 


************* 
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CHERRYPICKING IN ATLANTA 


Cindy G rellman 

(Editor's note; Cindy is the wife of EACer John R. ("Bob") Grellman, Jr . 
and a collector in her own right. She collects Civil War and Hard Times 
tokens .) 

It's Sunday, March 16, and Bob arid I have a decision to make. We can 
either stay home, wash an uncooperative dog, and spread fertilizer; or we 
can drive six hours to Atlanta and back and attend a small monthly coin show at 
the downtown Holiday Inn. It's a beautiful Spring day, about 75°, so we decide 
to go ahead and take in the coin show. 

Step two consists of packing the briefcase — PENNY WHIMSY and a three- 
ring binder with issues of PENNY-WISE are the first to go. "Doesn't it 
embarrass you to pull out books and to catalogue large cents right in front of 
the dealer?", I ask. "No," Bob replies, "all dealers think that large cent 
collectors are crazy anyway . So I have to keep up the image." A gray sheet 
and a Prices Realized book go into the briefcase and we are all packed. 

The drive to Atlanta was uneventful. The Georgia State Police were doing 
a land-office business inasmuch as the Atlanta-500 race was the same day. We 
managed to avoid capture and arrived safely in Atlanta. 

The bourse area is rather small - about forty dealers - and we are some- 
what disappointed. "I'll be lucky to just see a large cent today," Bob says. 
"Needless to say, it will be overgraded and overpriced." 

We decide to make the inner loop of the bourse floor first. Bob attempts 
to buy a S-63, but the dealer is not really interested in selling. It's the only 
large cent he has, and he likes to look at it in his case. Bob mumbles some- 
thing about "He'll probably die with it," and we move on. 

Halfway around the inner loop we have a pleasant surprise. We scope out 
a 1 796 large cent with 'XF* and '$500. ' written on the 2x2. Bob asks for a 
closer look and out comes his Sheldon book. 

"How much do you have to get for this?". Bob asks. 

"Three hundred and fifty dollars." 

Bob takes a closer look. "I'll give you three hundred for it," he offers. 

The dealer looks at a man standing next to him and the man nods. Three 
hundred dollars later, the coin is ours. 

Bob pulls me aside and explains that it's a S-97. He hasn't decided yet 
whether it's a 30 or 35-grade, but he knows it is close to being a Condition 
Census coin. I understand what that means, and I feel happy for him. The trip 
has been worthwhile. 


- 131 


We continue to shuffle around the bourse floor. Our thoughts begin to turn 
toward lunch when Bob asks to see a '1797 F+*. A closer look reveals that the 
'M' of AMERICA has been punched over an *E'. Now, the choices of Sheldon 
varieties are few. Bob’s head is bobbing up and down - from coin to Sheldon 
plates, and back again. He pauses, sucks in a deep breath, and bends over to 
catch the light on the coin. He pretends to be grading the piece, but I know his 
mannerisms too well and I can see that he’s not really looking at the coin. This 
one must be something special. Please, God, don't let him drool on the dis- 
play case - I have no Kleenex with me. 

Bob glances at the $90, price on the 2x2 arid asks the dealer what his best 
price for the cent is. When the man replies "Fifty-five dollars" and Bob says 
"Fair enough, " I know he's got a cherry! Bob n ever accepts a first offer. I 
try not to smile as I fumble for the checkbook. I hand Bob a pen, but he doesn't 
begin to write - he's forgotten what date it is. I tell him the date, and the pen 
gets pushed around on the blank check. He verifies the price with the dealer, 
and again the pen scratches around. Bob's handwriting has become almost un- 
intelligible. The coin and check change hands; there is a quick handshake; and 
we move on to polish off the remainder of the bourse. No other coppers are to 
be found . 

To celebrate our cherrypicking adventures, we have a sandwich in the hotel 
restaurant. Bob explains that the 1797 is a S-1 29, a R6+ (formerly R7) coin 
which he grades FI 2. I read the latest P-W Condition Census and begin to 
understand and appreciate the piece of copper in my hand. Two cherries in one 
day is just too much! ! 

I cari only assume that, the trip home was uneventful, as I slept through the 
majority of it. The remainder of the afternoon was spent in winding down by 
watching a golf tournament on TV. Actually, I watched the tournament, while 
Bob stared at the screen with a smile on his face. This day will be one that we 
shall remember for a long time! 


************* 


MINI-AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF JIMMY COX, EAC #775 

"I started collecting coins when I was 1 2 years old. It was a 1 927 cent 
which gave me the everlasting desire to collect coins. I like collecting because 
of the many interesting things which I have learned. My main collector interest 
lies in half cents and large cents, although I also enjoy collecting early bust and 
Seated Liberty pieces. Of all coins, I like most to collect the 1794 large cents - 
to me, 1794 large cents are the most interesting and beautiful of all U.S. coins. 
My other interests are girls, ice hockey, and rock and roll music. My favorite 
hockey team is the New York Rangers. My favorite rock groups are Frank 
Marino, Mahogany Rush, and Jim Hendrix. Last, but not least, I am proud to 
be a member of EAC, a very fine organization." 

************* 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 


From MIKE FRIEDMAN: "I want to add my two (large) cents about the 

subject which John Ward brought up of an EAC directory. I agree with John 
that a directory would be very helpful. Like John, I have experienced the agony 
of wanting to communicate with a particular fellow EACer and then finding my- 
self stumped for an address. (I once called Denis Loring to get your address. 

Dr. Lapp - it was the time that I had something to contribute to PENNY-WISE, 
viz. a new specimen and photo of S-37.) However, I do think that we must 
honor the desires of our members who do not want to be known. Thus, I offer 
a compromise suggestion - a directory which might read something like this; 

EAC #1 John Doe 1 23 Main Street New York, NY 

EAC #2 Does not wish to have name or address listed. 

EAC #3 Harry Jones (address withheld by request) 

etc . etc . etc . " 

From DEL BLAND: "This has been a hectic year so far and no relief is in 

sight. There have been just enough coppers available to keep me busy. To my 
own collection of 1794’s, I’ve added a S-1 9a in VG8, a S-29 in VF25, a S-34 in 
FI 2, a S-37 in VF20 - the second finest known, a S-71 and AU55, and the Homer 
K. Downing example of the virtually perfect obverse die S-35. This was lot 1 671 
in the Downing sale in 1952, there called 'perfect obverse die' although there is 
a light crack from a denticle to the lower line of the bust, touching the left side of 
the 4 in the date. This coin is FI 2 and carries a Proskey-Hines pedigree. Now, 

I'm looking forward to the Johns Hopkins sale. 

I talked to W. R. T . Smith about EAC putting out a grading book with actual 
photographs for each grade of large cent and half cent. The ANS book is just not 
satisfactory. I wonder what the membership would think of such a project? We 
have the people to do the work and we have the contacts for publishing it. This 
would be a good project to undertake right after the new cent book revisions are 
published . " 

From DONALD L. GOSLING, JR.: "I am a new member of EAC. I am hav- 

ing difficulty in discerning the characteristics which place a specimen within the 
various broad categories, e.g. a Good-4 versus a Good-6, or a VG7 versus a 
VG10. The quantitative 'scale* appears more subjective to me than I believe it 
should . " 

From ALAN G. PERRY: "You ran my ad in the Swaps & Sales section on 
page 89 of the March issue of P-W, but you got my address wrong. My correct 
address is 7959 Bellfort. This is a business address, so I will not receive letters 
with the incorrect address. Please run my ad again in the next issue and ask any- 
one who wrote me to write again." 

From ROBERT S. CARTER: "The March issue of P-W caused me to do some 

catalogue hunting. I reviewed the Anderson Dupont catalogue of 1954 with prices 
marked, and I cried a lot. What values! Among the large cent books, I found a 
mint copy of NEWCOMB'S CENTS OF 1801 , 02, 03. This is autographed, and 
also has his penned sheet of corrections, which is on his letterhead. Also 
Chapman's CENTS OF 1794; Doughty's UNTED STATES CENTS (1890) and his 
reprint of 1 934; THE U.S. CENTS OF THE YEARS 1795, 1796, 1797; Frossard's 
CENTS AND HALF CENTS (1879); and Gilbert's THE UNITED STATES HALF 
CENTS . I am also pleased to have correspondence and autographed copies of 
EARLY AMERICAN CENTS and PENNY WHIMSY from my great friend. Dr. 
William H. Sheldon, and Dorothy H. Paschal." 
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new ENGLAND EAC REGIONAL MEETING 


Wayne Hardenberg 


The New England Region clan members ushered out March, ’79 with a roar 
on March 31 by holding its periodic annual gathering. This year our thanks go 
to A1 Pereyo and his wife for opening their home to us. Special thanks go to 
Al's wife for super ref reshments . The members and friends who gathered were; 


John Attic ks 
Bob Clark 
F red Clymer 
Chuck Funk 
John Fettinger 


Bim Gander 
Cars/in Goodrich 
Wayne Hardenberg 
Bob Meyer 


Unfortunately, our scheduling conflicted with a New York meeting held the 
night before, and the late owls who might have reached Connecticut otherwise 
were unable to arrive. 


Many fine coppers were displayed by several of the members. One member 
brought several trays from his coin cabinet. The cabinet, itself, was a facet of 
collecting which many of us have not had the pleasure of seeing previously, and 
it raised the specter of days gone by of many early Philadelphia dealers. 

Nearly all of those present participated in an experiment in grading. The 
members were divided into two groups, and each group graded six large cents 
twice. The first time was done without any reference sources. The second time 
around, each member was permitted to use a grading reference (i.e. PHOTO- 
GRADE, PENNY WHIMSY, or the ANA GRADING GUIDE). Six members pre- 
ferred PHOTOGRADE; one used the ANA reference; and one claimed never to 
use a grading reference. Each member was assigned an ID number, and I will 
provide any participating member with his score, if requested. 

The following table summarizes the results of our evening’s grading: 


Coin 


Unassisted 



Assisted 



1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

GROUP I 









A 

40 

20 

20 

30 

- 

25 

VF 

XF 

B* 

35 

35 

40 

30 

- 

45 

XF 

AU 

C 

1 5 

1 2 

1 2 

F/VF 

- 

12 

F 

F/VF 

D 

20 

1 0 

1 5 

20 

- 

20 

VF 

VF 

E 

1 0 

8 

8 

F 

- 

1 2 

F 

F 

F 

50 

45 

30 

AU 

- 

55+ 

XF 

AU 

GROUP I I 


5 

6 

7 

8 

5 

6 

7 

8 

AA 

40 

55 

40 

40 

40 

55 

40 

45 

BB 

40 

60 

50 

45 

40 

55 

50 

50 

CC 

20 

45 

20 

35 

20 

40 

20 

35 

DD 

7 

10 

8 

6 

7 

8 

8 

6 

EE 

8 

10 

1 2 

3 

8 

10 

12 

8 

FF 

1 0 

8/20 

1 5 

8 

10 

10/20 

1 5 

10 


r * = nick or pit in center of obverse) 
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The following were the coins used: 


A 

1817 

N— 1 

Kagin 

XF40 

B 

1 819 

N-10 

EAC77 

VF25 

C 

1 822 

N-3a 

EAC 7 7 

FI 2 

D 

1828 

N-1 

Furjanic 

FI 5 

E 

1 828 

N-7 

Furjanic 

VG10 

F 

1 831 

N-1 

Pine T ree 

AU50 


Draw your own conclusions ! 


AA 

1837 

Stack's 

XF 

BB 

1 822 

Stack's 

AU 

CC 

1828 

Kagin 

XF40 

DD 

1 798 

S-1 77 B&R 

G-VG 

EE 

1 796 

S-1 04 Pine Tree G 

FF 

1 807 

S-271 Superior VG1 


************* 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 


Dr. Radford Steams advises that an EAC Get-Together will be held on 
Saturday, May 19, at 3 P.M. during the Georgia Numismatic Association Con- 
vention in Atlanta, 

The convention is being held at the Atlanta Hilton Hotel during May 18, 19, 
and 20. 

EACers are advised to check in at the bourse table of the Great Cherokee 
Trading Company. 

Mike Griffith will discuss "Colonial Coinage" at the EAC meeting. 


************* 


Dr. Dane Nielson advises that there will be a Western Regional Chapter 
Meeting of EAC on Friday evening, June 1 at 7 P.M. , to be held in the Long 
Beach (California) Arena during the Long Beach Stamp and Coin Convention. 


Dane advises that this notice in P-W will replace the customary individual 
announcements that were mailed out in the past. An interesting program has 
been planned for the meeting . 

If you wish further information, contact Dane B. Nielson, D.D.S. , 

5700 Ralston Street, Suite 303, Ventura, California 93003. 


************* 
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From PHIL HORNER; 


"All winter long I looked forward to attending EAC 1979 in Cocoa Beach. 
But as fate would have it, family illness* prevented me from joining-in on 
the festivities. Of the five members who comprise my immediate family, 
four contracted scarlet fever. My wife, Dianne, was the fortunate one - 
if you consider nursing four sick people simultaneously as being fortunate. 
Now, my children affectionately refer to their mother as the Florence 
Nightingale of Blanchester. 


Apparently those of us who were unable to attend missed the old cent 
whist match of the century. Oh, well ! Perhaps I *11 be able to get to 
Washington for EAC 1980. 


In reference to the Editor's comments from P-W #71 concerning the 
inadequate amount of publishable material on hand and tine possibility of 
delaying future issues if member contributions do not increase, I would like 
to suggest that the Editors select and reprint some of the more significant 
articles published in earlier issues of P-W to fill the void. Many of our 
newer members have not had the opportunity of enjoying informative essays 
on overdates, the first U.S. Mint, the Jefferson Non-Gents, all of which 
appear In earlier editions of our publication. This would not only be inform- 
ative for newer members, it would afford those of us who are not 'original* 
members the opportunity of obtaining a complete, original set of articles. 


Yes, John Ward, I agree! A current directory of the EAC membership 
would be an invaluable item . 


For me 1978 was a mediocre year in terms of large cent acquisitions. 
Only a few upgraders in the late dates and an occasional Sheldon variety was 
added to my collection. This year hasn't been an improvement either! 
Ohio's rotten winter weather and my family's poor health rendered January 
and February a complete disaster. But, in March, the numismatic flower 
blossomed. Not only did my display of large cent types (the seven general 
classes of large cents) win "Best of Show" honors at the Dayton- Kettering 
Coin Club Show, but I was able to cherry unattributed examples of S-38 in 
Good, S-209 in Fine, 2-S-248's in Fine, an 1830 N6 in Very Good and an 
1817 N17 state IV in Fine. I hope that this is an indication of what's to 
come ! 


Recently, 

nice lowgrade 


in the Cincinnati area Jack Burress, Rod's father, cherried a 
example of S-210. It's looking-up in Southwestern Ohio! " 


sje sje sje $ & at: % s|t :fc 3jc -Jf. Jje 
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CAVEAT EMPTOR ! ! ! 


The following story is one which the Editor doesn't like to print, but the 
incident is one that is reported to us about every year or two. The story is 
a sad one, and the ending is usually always the same. By telling you about 
it here, maybe P-W can save some other EACer from sharing the same 
fate. 

Several months ago, an EAOer noted an advertisement in a national 
numismatic publication wherein a private collector stated that he was selling 
duplicate key dates of large cents. In this case, he offered a 1793 Liberty 
Cap cent in VG for $425. , sent postpaid and insured. The seller noted that 
he was an ANA member. 

The EACer wrote about the coin and received three telephone calls, one 
of which was taken by the EACer's wife. They were told that the coin was 
still available and that it was, indeed, a 1 793 U.S . large cent. 

The EACer mailed off his check and received a note from the seller, 
stating that he had received and was depositing the check and would be mailing 
out the coin in 7 to 1 0 days . The seller asserted that he had no way of 
guaranteeing the coin, but that no one locally had ever questioned it as being 
a product of the U.S. Mint. He added that, gradewise, he was sure that the 
buyer would agree that it was at least VG . 

When the coin arrived, the EACer observed that it didn't match any of the 
Sheldon 1793 series nor did it resemble any of the more recent discoveries. 
After showing it to another EACer, they decided to send if off to a third 
EACer who was regarded as an expert in these pieces. The expert returned 
the coin and noted that it was a 'Smith counterfeit', being a 1 794 S-63 which 
had been altered by changing the head and re- eng raving the date and the bead- 
ing. The expert went on to say that Smith of Ann Street had been a New 
York City jeweler who became renowned for such alterations made between 
1 859-1 863 and that a number of his counterfeits had been turning up recently, 
mostly Wreath cents grading about VF. The expert appraised the EACer's 
coin at about $1 00.-1 50. , because of its VG grade. 

The EACer then tried to contact the seller so that he could return the coin 
for a full refund, inasmuch as it had been sold on a misrepresented basis. He 
received one follow-up letter from the seller, in which the seller stated that 
he knew very little about the 1 794 coin or its background, having obtained it 
from a man's estate and that it was the only coin then offered for sale. No 
mention was made about any refund. Since that time, the EACer has been 
unable to contact the seller any further. 

The EACer states that he is retired arid living on Social Security and that 
he can ill afford the loss he has taken. Besides, his wife is ill, and he has 
many medical expenses. Up until this point, the EACer has found that collect- 
ing the Sheldon series is a lot of fun and a challenge - he has about 1 10 Sheldon 
pieces to date. He does not collect altered or counterfeit coins. 
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Unfortunately, neither EAC nor P-W can do anything to help this member. 
He will have to pursue his quest for a refund on his own, and this can be a 
hard, uphill task. The seller is not a member of EAC and the advertisement 
did not appear in P-W. 

By telling this story, however, we hope to alert others in EAC from shar- 
ing the same fate. We do know of one incident that occurred several years 
ago where another EAGer faced a similar loss. However, he was able 
eventually to get a full refund, although it took him many months of effort on 
his part. 

Our suggestions to all EACers to avoid being taken in by such schemes 
are listed below: 

1 . Buy coins only from persons or dealers you know to be reputable. 

2. Don’t be taken in by any bargain price for a particular coin. Remember 
- you only get what you pay for. 

3. Don't spend for a coin any more money than you can comfortably afford 
to lose. 

4. Caveat emptor - let the buyer beware! 

5. If you must buy through the mails from persons unknown to you, then 
buy only on an approval basis. Have the coin sent to you or to your bank, 
with the agreement that prompt payment will be made if the piece proves 
acceptable. 

6. Once you have been stung, notify everyone that was involved - in this 
case, the local postmaster, the coin publication in which the advertisement 
appeared, and the ANA. Be sure to furnish complete details of the transaction. 

P-W hopes that the buyer is able to return his coin to the seller and that 
he gets a full refund. If the seller is reputable, he will admit that he made a 
mistake, that the coin was misrepresented, and he will make a refund. If he 
is the scurrilous rascal that we think he is, he will have already banked his 
profits and moved on to other greener pastures. 

Just don't let yourself be taken in by such a miserable racket. Caveat 
emptor ! 


************* 


In reference to the above. Herb S il berm an called attention to the article 
by Newman on counterfeit Colonial coins which appeared in the most recent 
issue of THE NUMISMATIST. Herb says that he has just recently seen 
two very well done counterfeits, one a 1 733 half cent and the other a 1 793 
large cent. Both were about VF, and the coloring gave them away imme- 
diately. Herb warns all EAC members to be aware of such counterfeits, as 
they seem to be appearing in increasing numbers. 

************* 
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HALF CENT UPDATE - 1979 


Milton S . Pfeffer 

The following is a continuation from the March issue; 

1 795 G-1 , C-1 


The rim break over O of OF is really two breaks: (1) from rim to top of 
the O and (2) from the bottom of the O to the leaf nearby. This is a very faint 
crack, and is seen clearly on lot 500 of Stack’s sale of Sept. 8—9, 1978, an 
Uncirculated example. Significantly, the coin does not show a break before 
the date, as apparently incorrectly reported by Gilbert. However, the reverse 
die state is not a very late one because there is no bulge over AME. 

1795 G-3, C-2a 


The R in LIBERTY in addition to the flaw at its top has something re- 
sembling a spine through its center, although I do not believe it is a spine as 
found on 1802 G-1, 1806 G-3, 1808 G-1 and G-2, 1826 G-2, 1828 G-2, 

1 828 G-1 and 1 829 G-1 . Also, the I in LIBERTY in addition to the flaw at 
its top, has a small flaw on its upper right side below the serif. The reverse 
bulge, when it starts, is first seen around the top of E in AMER. 

1795 G-4, C— 4 


The Wilson 992 - Stack’s 155 (May 22, 1948) - was resold as lot 92 in the 
Branigan 1978 ANA Convention sale by Bowers & Ruddy (Aug. 21-25, 1978), 
graded VF30. 


1795 G-5, C-6a 


An AU example of this variety was sold as lot 142 in Kagin's 1977 ANA 
Convention sale (Aug. 21-27, 1977), along with two other specimens. It was 
struck off-center on a TAL token. At Kagin's MANA Conv. sale (Oct. 21-22, 
1977), another example was sold as lot 2, graded VF over EF, the reverse 
being distinctly stronger than the obverse. An EF45 specimen also sold in 
the 1978 ANA (Branigan) sale conducted by Bowers & Ruddy, under lot 91 . 
From the photograph, it did not appear to be weak on the left. The 5 in the 
date seemed to be weaker than the other digits. It, too, was overstruck on 
a TAL token. The VG-AF sold by Superior in their Oct. 3-5, 1977 sale as 
lot 133, ex Ruby I 196, struck on a half dollar as a trial piece, was bought 
by an EAC member, I am glad to report. 

1795 G-5, C-6b 

A Fair^-3 specimen is owned by an EAC member who informs me that it 
weighs 107.1 grains and measures 234 mm. in diameter. Its die state is 
not determinable. 
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1795 G-6, C-5a 


An AU50 example was sold in Stack's sale of April 11 12, 1978, lot 26. 
A VF example was sold in Kagin's 1977 ANA Convention sale, Aug. 23-27, 

1 977 , as lot 1 44 . 

1795 G-6, C-5b 


An EAC member who has a coin of this variety in his collection (VF20) 
tells me that it weighs 121 .3 grains and measures 24.4 mm. in diameter. 
My own coin (FI 2) weighs 111 .87 grains and also measures 24.4 mm. 

I am told that Roger Cohen finds a second break from the tip of the leaf 
just above the A of HALF to the middle of F in HALF . It is a curved 
break. This is in addition to the long break from T of STA towards R in 
AMER. 


1795 G-8, C-2b 


A 2— specimen has been found by Ron Guth which would grade VG7 
before damage. COIN WORLD Dec. 28, 1977 reports its discovery, and 
gives Roger Cohen's CC as ; one MS, one AU, oneVF, five F's, one VG, 
one G, and Ron Guth’s discovery. 

1 796 G-1 , C-2 

Where is the Boyd specimen said by Breen (PROOF COINS, p. 34) to 
be a "full blazing red Unc. , prooflike, sharp strike" but not a true proof? 

1796 G-2, C-1 

The Eliasberg 65 and the Showers 60 head the list, followed by the 
'Dupont' 55, now owned by an EAC member. 

1797 G-2, C-3a 

The reverse weakness is more apparent on the right half of the coin, 
especially LF and NT, and scattered areas. However, I have not seen 
enough to be certain of this . 


1797 G-3, C-2 

The reverse crack starts first over UN and then extends to tine border 
over I of UNITED. After that, it travels in the opposite direction to the 2 
in the denominator. 
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Some specimens exhibit a reverse that overall is markedly weaker than 
the obverse (Lester Merkin, March 28-29, 1969, lot 598; Dr. W. Z. 

Cranch coll., Superior, June 13-16, 1977, lot 627; and the ANS specimen). 
Perhaps this bears some relation to the weakness over RICA. 


The Ruby I 1987 reappeared as lot 134 in Superior's sale of Oct. 3 5, 
1977. 


1 797 G-4, C-1 


Gilbert noted a break from the 'border above D, taking an upward 
diagonal course to the wreath' . I have never seen this confirmed by any 
other writer. Has any one actually seen what Gilbert describes? Or, has 
any one seen the Terrell 2 break - from the top of S in STaT , upwards and 
to the right? 


I have found confirmation of the fact that the reverse die in its early state 
is not weak at ICA. Both the ANS example and the coin sold by Coin 
Galleries, Feb. 22, 1977, lot 444, have an ICA that is stronger than the 
central lettering. I believe, however, that the ICA starts to weaken very 
early in the life of the die. In an intermediate state, the obverse RTY is 
weak, the reverse ICA is invisible, and the reverse central lettering is 
entirely visible but somewhat weak (H. M. F. Schulman 1096, April 26—28, 

1 951 , an Uncirc . example) . 


1 800 G-1 , C-2 


At some point in the life of the obverse die, rusting develops from the 
lower left foot of B to the rim above (looking like a die break, but it is not). 
In addition, rusting is seen around RT . The rusting is probably a late state 
phenomenon . 


A fifth example of an 1 800 half cent struck over a spoiled large cent is 
known, and it is owned by an EAC member. 

In Kagin's Oct. 21-22, 1977 sale, the cataloguer said of the half cent 
there offered (lot 4) that Tie center hair strands were not fully struck up 
"as usual". I should think that the weakness is highly unusual. 


1 802 G-1 , C-2 

The severe reverse rusting makes it difficult to distinguish small breaks 
from rust marks. However, at some time a small break develops from the 
rim to the top of the upper left serif of the second T in STATES . There is 
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also a small break or rust mark) from the rim to the top of the left serif of 
the first T in STATES . 

The 1977 ANA Conv. sale 153 (Kagin’s) appeared earlier in Kagin’s Nov., 
1 973 sale as lot 982. The 1 977 ANA Conv. sale 1 54 was offered earlier as 
lot 99 in Lester Merkin's sale of March, 1967. Finally, the 1977 ANA Conv. 
sale 4463 was sold earlier in K agio's 'sale of the 70's' (Nov., 1973), as 
lot 1 851 . 

1802 G-2, C-1 


The Alvord 80 reappeared in Robert L. Hughes’ Pacific Collection sale, 
Feb. 3-4, 1978, as lot 36. The pedigree of the Alvord specimen is therefore: 
(1) F. R. Alvord 80 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (2) Gen. W. D. McCaw 2120 
(T. L. Elder, Nov. 22, 1930); (3) W. W. Neil 2213 (B. M. Mehl, 1947); 

(4) Century sale 67 (Paramount, April 30, 1965); (5) Pacific Coll. 36 (R. L. 
Hughes, Feb. 3-4, 1978). 


1803 G-2, C-1 


The ANS-Groh specimen (acquired Oct. 15, 1859) shows that the great 
reverse bisecting crack started as a small break from the tip of the upper 
right serif of F in HALF and extended faintly below to a berry and then to the 
branch of at the right. The same specimen also answers the question as to 
whether the bisecting crack reaches the right rim first, or the left rim. The 
crack in the ANS example touches the left rim, but has not yet quite reached 
the right rim (between A and M of AMERICA) . 

The break from the dentil over N of UNITED extending into EN (of 
CENT) occurs before the break at ME (of AAA ERICA) . It starts out as a 
small crack from the rim over N of UNITED and goes through the wreath, 
touching the left side of the berry below the C of CENT. 

Not only is the dividing line flawed, but so is the U in UNITED. 

1803 G-3, C-3 

The long reverse break definitely occurs before any of the obverse breaks. 

1803 G-4, 0-2 


Correction: The cud over STAT barely touches the upper left comer of 

E in ST AT ES , but does not go beyond . It does not end between E and S of 
STATES . The ANS specimen shows that the cud is greatest near the E in 
STATES and gets smaller while extending to the left, finally ending at the 
rim a little to the left of the first S in STATES . The development of the 
linear crack over the tops of STATES OF AMERICA is not clear. I have 
not been able to determine whether the full crack appears all at once, or 
whether it develops gradually from a number of smaller cracks over the peri- 
pheral letters . 
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1804 G-2„ C-13 

The leaves on the lower right of the ANS-Saltus specimen are not 
markedly flatter, which is very unusual. This coin may have been a stronger- 
than-usual strike. 

Kagin's 1977 ANA Conv. sale 158 is ex Kagin's sale of Nov., 1974, lot 
71 6. This variety continues to be offered repeatedly in Mint State. 

1804 G-3, C— 1 2 


Bowers & Ruddy's Roy Harte sale (Nov. 16-18, 1977), lot 2053, offered 
as Unc. example. 


1804 G-4, C-10 

The small scratch in E of UNITED from its middle member to its top 
member is still visible in this variety, although the scratches under the E 
have been abraded by die wear. 

Additional Unc. examples were offered in Paramount's sale of July 8-9, 
1977, lot 27; Stack's sale of April 11-12, 1978, lot 33; and Bowers & 
Ruddy 1978 ANA Conv. sale, lot 97. 

1804 G~5, C-9 


Correction: Frank Wilkinson now finds that his coin does have the B in 

LIBERTY re-punched. The mark at 10 o'clock in O of the date has been 
the subject of debate: is it a minute die break, or is it a blemish? To my 

mind, it is a die scratch. The sharper the scratch, the earlier the die 
state. 


1804 G-8, C-6 

p-W, Nov. 15, 1977, p, 297, notes that Sal Zambuto has a specimen 
with reverse breaks more advanced than those shown on Roger Cohen's plate 
coin. Another Unc. example appeared in the Roy Harte sale by Bowers & 
Ruddy, Nov., 1977, lot 2054. 


1804 G-9, C-7 


The ANS specimen shows (1) a faint reverse die break through the tops 
of ATE, terminating at the rim over the second S of STATES; and 
(2) a break beginning at the top of OF, entering the left side of the cud over 
OF A, and then exiting from the cud over the first A of AMERICA and 
passing through the tops of MER. 

(To be continued.) 

************* 
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CENTS & NONSENSE 


William R. T. Smith 

1 . The 1 980 EAC annual meeting and convention will be held in the 
Washington, D. C. area. The announcement of the exact location and date 
will be made by Joe Kane, convention chairman. We anticipate having 
another auction in conjunction with the meeting. Bill Noyes is in charge of 
next year's auction, and he will announce the details regarding the sale. 


2. I hope that a number of you will consider consigning to this auction 
whatever copper coins, numismatic books, etc. you wish to put up for sale. 
To date, we have had three very successful auctions . The sales have been 
well attended and competitive. Also of interest to the consignor is the 
low commission structure. Of equal interest to both the buyer and the seller 
is the accuracy of cataloguing of the items to be offered. We have a very 
concentrated mailing list of potential buyers. The plan for this coming year 
is to mail out the catalogue with an issue of PENNY-WISE. 


Let those buyers fight for your coins ! Write to Bill Noyes for consign- 
ment details. Address your letters to William C. Noyes, P. O. Box 428, 
Monument Beach, Massachusetts, 02553. 


3. We have been running ads in COIN WORLD on a weekly basis, offering 
membership information. Our current experience of six responses per 
week translates into 300 inquiries per year. This past year we lost 4-5 per 
cent of our membership on non-renewals - roughly 20 members. Our 
published list of new members projects a new membership total of 100 new 
members this year, so we have been performing very well in this area. I 
hope that Bill Parks can keep up with the extra work. 




P-W has been informed that Joyce Kuntz (Mrs. G. Lee Kuntz) was 
present and registered at the EAC annual convention in Florida, but her name 
was omitted from those attending. We extend our apologies to Joyce and have 
corrected the roster accordingly. 


#***#**«*»**« 
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SWAPS & SALES 


ALAN G. PERRY 7959 Bellfort Houston, Texas 77061 

(The address was given incorrectly in the last issue. If you wrote and 
failed to receive an answer, please write again !) 

WANTED: the following large cents, grading VF25-35: 

1826/5 1834 large 8, large stars, with 

1 829 medium letters large or medium reverse letters 

1 830 medium letters 

************* 

RICHARD PUNCHARD 8600 Queen Avenue, South Minneapolis, Minn. 55431 
CATALOGUES - FOR SALE; 

1. T. E. Elder March 17, 1911 Woodgate sale Colonials, half cents, 

and large cents. Hand priced. Fine condition $35. 

2. Numismatic Gallery 1949 ANA sale Colonials and large cents, 

Floyd Starr's late dates . VC condition 10. 

3. Paramount April 30, 1965 Century sale Colonials, half cents, 

and large cents . Plates. VF condition 12. 

4. Mayflower December 2, 1966 Stem sale Colonials and large cents. 

Plates Fine condition 10. 

5. Mayflower December 8, 1967 Thurlow sale Colonials, half cents, 

and large cents Plates VF condition 10. 

6. Kagin's 310th sale October 21 , 1977 Half cents and large cents. 

Plates New condition 3. 

7. Kagin's May 12, 1978 Half cents and large cents. 

Plates New condition 3. 

************* 


THOMAS S. KAT MAN 3 Saxony Drive C inn am ins on, NJ 08077 

FOR SALE - auction catalogues with plates 


1. Warfield sale (1955) XPR large cents $15. 

2. Alvord sale (reprint) along with plates and PR ^ cents 10. 

3. Photographic plates of Alvord sale 8"x1Q" (no dots) 10. 

4. Van Roden sale (Stack's, 1968) 8. 


Satisfaction guaranteed . 

************* 

MARTIN BAER, M.D. 13 Yawl Drive Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931 

WANTED: Copy of Bowers & Ruddy's THE EMPIRE GUIDE TO U.S. 

HALF CENTS 


************* 
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DENIS W. LORING P.O. Box 1 61 , Back Bay Annex Boston, Mass. 02117 


FOR 

SALE: 

Large Cents 


1 794 

S-44 

XF40 $900. 


S-55 

VF30 

450. 


S-60 

VF30 

475. 


S-62 

VF20 

350. 

1795 

S-76b 

VF30 

250. 



rev. flan defect 

1 796 

S-85 

VF20 

450. 


* * * * * 


1 798 

S-147 

FI 2+ 

$300 

1800 

S-194 

VF20 

150 


S-201 

G6 

125 


S-212 

VF30 

225 

1828 

N-6 

MS 60+ 

450 

1835 

B-1 8 

G5 

25 

1 839 

N-13 

MS60 

300 


TOM MORLEY 


Box 31 82 Cocoa, Florida 32922 


LARGE CENTS For Sale 


1794 


1801 


1803 


S-47 

S~49 

S-60 

S-67 


S-72 


Delicious 2-tone brown, devices highlighted, FI 5, 

Ex Al Bonard, Doug Smith, C. F. Gordon 
G5 Everything there, 2-tone brown 
XF, but ever-so-even light porosity, everything 
there, well worth 

Sharpness ofVF25, shallor rev. pitting. What a 
pedigree - ex John Borcky 1935, Walter Garrabant 
194~ Adm. Bitler 1 973, C. F. Gordon. 

B m . contrasts 

Obv. VF, rev. XF, but covered with a black gummy 
substance yet to be removed. Lots of detail 
showing through. 

S-213 VF30, the four way cracks. Better than the one in 
EAC sale which brought $250. SI. different die 
state. Obv. bm, & red, rev.bm&green 
15/20 Grey-bm. From the Howard Newcomb sale, 
enclosed in his white box. The handwriting is 
Newcomb's, same style as in his book. Includes 
the original envelope by Wayte Raymond from the 
1945 sale. All provenances in excellent state of 
preservation. An historical item, and a must 
investment item! Only 


$250. 

45. 

160. 


140, 


90. 


260. 


S— 251 


140, 


Prices good until May 31 , 1 979. 

************* 


BOB GRELLMAN 308 Janice Street Prattville, AL 36067 


WANTED: the following large cents 


1797 

Stemless 

30-45 

1798 

1 st Hair 

30-45 

1801 

S-221 

30-45 

1803 

S-264 

20-35 

1803 

S-265 

30-45 

1805 

S-269 

35-45 

1807 

S-272 

20-35 


1 807 S- 274/5/6 

35-45 

1811 

35-45 

1 828 SD 

40-55 

1829 SL 

35-50 

1 834 N-5 

30-50 

1839/6 

30-50 

1 847/7 N-2 

***** 

45-55 
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JIM McGUIGAN Box 1 934 Ann Arbor, MI 48106 


HALF 

CENTS 



LARGE 

CENTS 



1 794 

C-2a 

VF30 

$795. 

1 794 

S-26 

VF25 

$395 

1794 

C-4a 

G6 

1 60. 

1794 

S-41 

VG7 (laminated 

1 794 

C-4a 

VG8 

210. 


planchet) 

80 

1803 

C-4 

VG7 

27. 

1 794 

S-44 

VF35 

750 

1804 

C— 6 State 5 VG7 

30. 

1794 

S— 60 

VF25 

475 

1 804 

C-9 

FI 5 

40. 

1 794 

S— 67 

FI 5 

295 

1804 

C-9 

VF20 

50. 

1794 

S-72 

VF30 

550 

1804 

C-9 

AU55+ (60/55) 

495. 

1 796 

S-89 

VF20 

495 

1 806 

C-4 

MS 60+ (Fully lusterous. 

1796 

S-92 

VG7 

1 20 


but weakly struck) 

395. 

1 796 

S-97 

VF20 

395 

1 808/7 

C-2 

VG10 

635 . 

1 796 

S-106 

VF25 (2 small 

1 808/7 

C-2 

FI 5 

1 75. 


obv. rim bruises) 

475 

1808 

C-3 

VF20 

60. 

1 796 

S-117 

VF20 

475 

1808 

C-3 

VF25 

80. 

1 800 

S-203 

VF30 

195 

1811 

C-1 

4-Star Break GS 75. 

1 802 

S-234 

Bert rim 


1825 

C-2 

VF35 

75. 


cud 

VF20 

1 65 

1828 

C-1 

AU55 

1 85. 

1804 

S-266 

FI 2 

650 

1828 

C-2 

AU50 (Weakly struck 

1 809 

S-280 

VG8 

120 


on several rev. leaves) 160. 

1 81 1 /0 

S-287 

VF20 

295 

1828 

C-3 

MS 60+ 

250. 

1 81 1 /0 

S-287 

EF40 (slightly 

1828 

C-3 

MS 65 

595. 


porous) 


650 

1833 

C-1 

EF45 

50. 

1820 

N~9 

VF25 

40 

1833 

C-1 

AU50 

95. 

1 820 

N-13 

MS 60+ 

495 

1834 

C-1 

MS 60 

1 75. 

1837 

N-13 

MS 60+ 

295 

1 835 

C-1 

MS 60 

1 95. 

1 850 

MS 60+ 


295 

1835 

C-2 

MS 60+ 

395. 

1 852 

MS 65 


575 

1 853 

C-1 

VF35 

45. 

1854 

MS 60+ 


295 

1853 

C-1 

MS 60 

1 95. 

1 854 

MS 65 


575 

1856 

C-1 

EF40 

70. 

1856 

MS 60+ 


295 

1 857 

C-1 

EF40 

75. 

1857 

N-1 

MS 60+ 

325 


Many other half cents and large cents are available. Stop by my bourse 
table (JRM Coins) at the following shows: Georgia State (May 18-20), Long 

Beach (May 31 - June 3), Indiana State (June 8-10), or write for a free price 
list. 


I have a number os scarce half cent varieties available for trade. 
Included are 1794 C-3a, 6a, 7, and 8; 1795 C-3, 5b, and 63b; 1804 C-4, 5, 
and 7; 1808 C-2 and 3; 1809 C-1 . They range in grade from Good to VF. 
They are available in trade for half cents for my collection - either new 
varieties, unusual die states, or significant upgrades. 


************* 
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Rt. 3, Box 56 B 


Inverness, Florida 32650 


C. 


F. GORDON, 


JR. 


My collection of large cents at reduced prices 


1 793 



S-4 

G6 

$950. 

5 

AG 

270. 

11b 

VG 

600. 

11c 

G6 

450. 

1 4 

Z 

375. 

1 794 



18b 

5 

1 75. 

23 

12 

250. 

26 

15 

100. 

27 

5 

250. 

30 

5 

40. 

36 

6 

200. 

38 

10 

300. 

40 

1 5 

500. 

43 

1 2 

100. 

44 

10 

85. 

56 

20 

275. 

65 

30 

300. 

1795 



73 

7 

1 75. 

74 

8 

90. 

1 796 



81 

8 

50. 

82 

6 

60. 

86 

8 

60. 

87 

10 

75. 

88 

10 

1 25. 

90 

4 

1 25. 

92 

1 2 

100. 

NC4 

4 

300. 

94 

1 2 

350. 

97 

5 

50. 

100 

4 

125. 

101 

6 

60. 

102 

5 

50. 

103 

8 

140. 

1 07 

4 

250. 

108 

6 

55. 

1 1 2 

30 

450. 

113 

4 

60. 

115 

12 

125. 

118 

8 

200. 

1 19 

6 

50. 

1 797 



1 20a 

1 2 

100. 

1 20b 

8 

30. 

1 20b 

4/3 

15. 

121 

10 

55. 

1 22 

5 

100, 


1 797 (Con'd) 


1 23 

4 

40. 

127 

1 5 

150. 

1 28 

20 

125. 

S-130 

5 

30. 

131 

6 

35. 

133 

6 

1 60. 

134 

12 

75. 

135 

15 

100. 

136 

20 

125. 

141 

6 

75. 

1 798 



1 45 

20 

100. 

1 48 

1 2 

45. 

1 49 

6 

1 40. 

150 

3 

30. 

1 52 

2 

12. 

! 1 53 

• 8 

35. 

157 

12 

45. 

1 60 

6 

40. 

1 65 

1 2 

50. 

1 69 

15 

75. 

1 70 

15 

55. 

1 76 

5 

20. 

1 78 

7 

540. 

1 81 

10 

35. 

1 82 

10 

45. 

183 

10 

150. 

1800 



1 93 

8 

30. 

1 95 

5 

60. 

198 

5 

250. 

200 

5 

20. 

200 

10 

40. 

201 

4 

00 

01 

• 

204 

8 

CO 

o 

• 

206 

10 

25. 

210 

4 

125. 

21 1 

25 

100. 

1801 



NCI 

10 

350. 

21 6 

12 

38. 

218 

6 

250. 

219 

4 

25. 

224 

1 2 

35. 

1802 



225 

1 2 

35. 

NCI 

1 2 

300. 

227 

20 

75, 

228 

10 

40, 


1 802 

(Con'd) 


229 

20 

65, 

229 

12 

35, 

230 

20 

75, 

232 

5 

18, 

235 

4 

18, 

236 

12 

35, 

242 

1 5 

45, 

1 803 



244- 

12 

35, 

246 

4 

19 

248 

10 

35 

250 

6 

19 

252 

10 

25 

253 

12 

35 

255 

4 

15 

258 

4 

1 5 

260 

12 

35 

260 

4 

15 

262 

12 

70 

265 

15 

125 

1 805 



268 

8 

20 

1 806 



270 

15 

55 

1807 



271 

10 

25 

274 

4 

1 5 

1 808 



277 

4 

1 9 

1811 



287 

20 

200 

1813 



293 

6 

35 

1814 



294 

15 

100 

295 

12 

100 


S-82 Doublestruck 
S-53 4 460. 


phone 904-726-5491 
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EAC 21 


WAYNE HARDEN BERG 


Box 293 


Wethersfield 

, CT 

061 09 


S-60 

Filler 

$5. 

1 817 

N1 

7 

15. 

1 831 

N7 

6 

12. 

S-67 

3/0 

10. 


N6 

5 

7. 

1832 

N1 

6 

8. 

S-74 

5 

75. 


N6 

8 

10. 


N3 

3 

3. 

S-168 

4 

18. 


N6 

55 

135. 

1833 

N2 

6 

8. 

S-1 96 

3 

12 . 


N8 

5 

6. 


N3 

5 

6. 

S-209 

5 

18. 


N2 

6 

9. 


N6 

12 

1 1 . 

S-212 

5 

22. 

1 81 8 

N6 

6 

8. 

1 834 

N1 

Rev 


S-230 

4 

15. 


N7 

6 

8. 


Corrosion 

10. 

S-254 

3 

12. 

1820 

N10 

6 

8. 


N6 

12 

12. 

S-255 

10 

35. 

1821 


2 

5. 

1835 

N1 

10 

10. 

S-256 

3 

15. 

1 822 

N7 

6 

10. 


N7 

6 

6. 

S-258 

8 

23. 


N10 

25 Obv 

1836 

N1 

10 

10. 

S-260 

8 

23. 

& Rev Scrape 

10. 


N3 

12 

12. 

S-266 

4 220. 

1 823 

N1 

12 

60. 

1838 

N3 

12 

8. 

S-267 

8 

20. 

1 825 

N6 

6 

8. 


N3 

25 

18. 

S-271 

5 

18. 

1 826 

N4 

5 

6. 

Gritty N3 

40 

10. 

S-278 

10 

40. 


N4 

12 

15. 

1857 

N4 

60 1 75. 

S-280 

6 

70. 

1 827 

N7 

15 

16. 


MAIL BID 


S-287 

5 

50. 

1826 

Nil porous 


1839 

(8) 

1842 

( 4 ) 

S-290 

1 2 



overall 5 

8. 

1 839 

(6) 

1842 

(20) 


porous 

40. 

1 829 

N6 

8 

10. 

1840SD (5) 

1843 

( 5 ) 

1 81 6 

N6 6 

10. 

1 830 

N3 

6 

12. 

1840LD (8) 

1843 

(10) 


N7 3 

5. 

1831 

N1 

12 

11 . 

1 841 

(6) 

1844 

(6) 


N7 40 

55. 





1 842 

(12) 

1844 

(8) 

Orders under $15 please add $1 

postage 

and insurance. 







* * * 

* * * * 

* * * 

* * 

* 




WILLIAM R. T. 

SMITH 


Box 51 4 

Wilmette, Illinois 

60091 


Large Cents 

For Sale 








1 793 

S-1 3 

VF25 

$4200 . 


Lovely Liberty Cap! 



1 794 

S-1 9b 

VF25+ 

4000. 


Tied for CC 6-7 




1795 

NC-1 a 

FI 5+ 

P.O.R. 

Unique on 1 794 Planchet 


1 800 

S-1 92 

VF25 

200. 


Pedigree too long to list 


1 801 

NC-1 

FI 5+ 

1000. 


CC-3 

Ex-C . D . 

Smith 






* * * 

* * * * 

* * * 

* * 

* 




PHILLIP D. HORNER 

159 Leonard Drive 


Blanchester, Ohio 45107 

For Sale or T rade: 









1 81 6 

NS 

FI 5 

$15. 

1 831 

N6 

VG10 light porosity 

10. 

1818 

N7 

FI 5 


15. 

1 831 

N8 

FI 2 dark 



10. 

1 81 9/8 

N1 FI 2 

light porosity 

12. 

1 838 

N1 1 

VF20 



10. 

1 822 

N1 1 

VG10 


11 . 

1839 

N5 

FI 2 Booby Hd. 


17. 

1827 

N3 

FI 2 


12. 

1851 


XF40 



18. 

1 829 

N8 

VG8 


9. 

1 852 


XF40 



20. 

1830 

N1 

FI 5 


15. 

1 855 Up 5 

’s XF40 



20. 


Will trade for problem free VF or better 1 81 7's N1 ,2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9,1 1 
and 14. Also need VG or better S-215. 
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San Diego, CA 92119 


CAM (Jancek) & GREG (Krill) P.O. Box 1 9532 

HALF PRICE SALE 

Take off one-half from all prices listed. Postage and insurance extra. 

Minimum order $5. 

Bowers & Ruddy Galleries Mint 
Champa 1 972 
Austin 1 974 
Winthrop 1975 
Kensington 1 975 
Krugjohann 1976 
Turoff 1976 
Blauvelt 1 977 
Johnson-Meyer 1 978 

Stack's 


Anders on-Dupont 

$20. 

Dines '69 

$5. 

Flanagan, PR 

16. 

Rawls '70 

5. 

Fairbanks 

12. 

Shapero '71 PR 6. 

Knowles ’53 

6. 

Turrini '72 

5. 

Ward '64 

6. 

Steckler '74 

5. 

Baker '64 PR 

6. 

Guggenheimer 

1 953 not stated 

Stadien '65 

6. 

D avis-G raves 

1954 (binding damaged) 

Ewalt '65 

6. 

1 2/1 4/63 

6. 

Kingman '65 

6. 

2/1 4/64 

6. 

Bartlett '66 

6. 

3/27/65 PR 

6. 

Miller '66 

6. 

9/1 7/65 

6. 

Rise, PR 

6. 

3/25/66 

6. 

Watson '66 

5. 

2/24/67 

5. 

Amel *67 

5. 



LaConte '67 

5. 



Nicolson '67 

5. 

Coin Galleries 

- $4 . each 



May '64 

June '65 



Nov. '64 

Nov. '66 



Oct. '65 

May '67 


************* 


$5. each ANA Convention 

1958 $8. 1972 $6. 

1 967 6 . 1 973 8 . 

1969 7. 1974 8. 

Paramount 1 2 sales '71-'75 $15. 

Donlon 1956 $8. 

Menjou 1 950 $25 . 

Million Dollar Sale 1963 $6. 


The above advertisement was reproduced much as it was received, except for 
the fact that the Editor added the EACers' last names in parentheses so that 
you would know with whom you were dealing. Neither last name was mentioned 
on the ad as it was received, and the return address on the envelope contained 
only the box number and city. In t be future, no advertisement will be carried 
by the Editor unless it specifies the name or names of the EAC member by whom 
it is issued . 


************* 


r 


- 150 - 


